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YITZHAK PERLMAN IN TWO POSES — One would have 
to go far to find an Israeli personality as much loved as the 
renowned violinist Yitzhak Perlman. He is show on this 
page in two poses. Above, he is surrounded by admirers and 
obliges by signing autographs for young patients at the 
Children's Medical Center of Israel. Below, he is riding 
through the tunnels under the Western Wall made possible 
by the widening of the passageway to enable him, crippled 
by polio at age 4, to negotiate what was barred to cripples 
heretofore.

MUSICIAN OF THE YEAR 
— Seventeen-year-old Na
talie Clein is BBC's Young 
Musician of the Year, 
following her performance of 
Elgar's Cello Concerto in the 
competition in London. Her 
mother, Channa, is a profes
sional violinist.

Because of Farrakhan
Luther’s Jewish diatribes 
repudiated by the church

NEW YORK — It is difficult to imagine Louis Farrakhan 
doing anything for the Jews, but now the Church Council of 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America has repudiated 
the 500-year-old anti-Jewish teachings of Martin Luther 
because the head of the Nation of Islam is using them.

"We who bear his name and heritage," the statement by 
the Council asserted, "must with pain acknowledge also 
Luther's anti-Judaic diatribes and violent recommendations 
of his latest writings against Jews.” In his 1543 work, "the 
Jews and Their Lies," Luther called for Jewish homes and 
synagogues to be destroyed, for prayer books to be seized and 
for rabbis to be forbidden to teach."

The Rev. Daniel Martensen, associate director for the 
department of ecumenical affairs for the Lutheran 
denomination, said one reason for the new statement was the 
use by Farrakhan of Luther's position in denouncing Jews.

He called the Lutherans’ "correction" of their own founder 
"a major breakthrough in developing a new and constructive 
relationship between Lutheran Christians and Jews."

Is tide turning?
Howard president now 
has a Job in Texas

See editorial in this issue.
WASHINGTON — Dr. Franklyn G. Jenifer, the president 

of Howard University, where Khallid Abdul Muhammad 
spoke last week, is now the president of the University of 
Texas at Dallas.

The news about his new post indicated rather clearly that 
he was removed from his post at the prestigious black 
university.

In fact, the headline over the report in the New York 
Times read, "Amid Criticism, Howard's President Quits." 
The body of the news item stated that "the appointment (to 
the Dallas school) came just as the board of trustees at 
Howard, long considered a prestigious center of black 
scholarship, had began two days of talks on whether to oust 
Mr. Jenifer.The trustees acted amid concerns over Mr. Jenifer's 
decision to allow a rabid critic of Jews, Khallid Abdul 
Muhammad of the Nation of Islam, to speak at a rally on 
campus this week."

Wayman F. Smith III, chairman of the board of trustees, 
said the university will become "more assertive and 
aggressive" in speaking out against racism and bigotry of any 
kind on campus."

He added that "the board will review and strengthen 
measures to prevent the university from being exploited by 
advocates of racism, anti-Semitism or any other hateful 
position that is contrary and destructive to the honor and 
integrity of the history, scholarship and mission of 
Howard."

His strong and direct criticism was expected in most higher 
education circles to set a pattern for other schools that have 
permitted anti-Semites to be paid from student funds to 
lecture to the student body.

A Jewish historian. Prof. David Brion Davis, Sterling 
Professor of History at Yale, was to have delivered a lecture 
at Howard, but his talk was postponed for fear he would be 
heckled and embarrassed.

W'
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Rabbis Davis walk in father’s path Bouquet Of The Week

featured a profile of Rabbis 
Michael and JayR Davis, the 
sons of the late Rabbi Maurice 
Davis.

The Davis brothers told the 
reporter they recall death 
threats and bomb scares at the 
family's home in Indianapolis 
in 1965, when Rabbi Davis 
was senior rabbi at Ind ianapo- 
lis Hebrew Congregation. The 
rabbi had attracted the ire of 
bigots by joining the Rev. 
Martin Luther King Jr. to 
demand civil rights for blacks 
in Selma, Ala.

Rabbi JayR (pronounced 
JAY ARE) Davis, 45, who 
serves Temple Beth Shalom in 
Vero Beach, Fla., remembers 
their father provided a ba
bysitter who took off his jacket 
one day and displayed a .45- 
caliber revolver.

The brothers serve three 
congregations only 20 miles 
apart. JayR and Michael, 40, 
both have degrees from Indi
ana University.

Michael serves one congre
gation with 145 families and 
another with 110 families. 
JayR's Temple Shalom at Vero

Congratulations!
The Jewish Post and Opinion is delighted to 
publish news of your engagement, wed
ding or bar/bat mitzvah. We will publish 
a photograph at no cost. Please type the 
news double-spaced, or if handwritten 
make it as legible as possible.

Beach has about 150 families.
Their father went on to 

other congregations after In
dianapolis, became known for 
fighting cults and was for 
many years a columnist for the 
P-O.

Weekly offers 
Jewish matches

Even Indianapolis' alter
native weekly newspaper is 
willing to play shadchan for 
Jewish singles for a fee.

The latest newsletter of the 
Circle City Jewish Singles in
cludes an ad by Nuvo 
Newsweekly offering to carry 
the ads in a column "espe
cially for Jewish singles.

"This special section is for 
singles who are not interested 
in going to bars or who have 
moved into the Indianapolis 
area and are looking to meet 
someone new," the ad says.

CHICAGO-TEL AVIV
roundtrip

NEW YORK-TEL AVIV
roundtrip

BOSTON-TEL AVIV
roundtrip

BALTIMORE/WASHINGTON-TEL AVIV
roundtrip

MIAMI-TEL AVIV
roundtrip

LOS ANGELES-TEL AVIV
roundtrip

Fasten your seatbelts. We're making our descent.

The Airline of Israel

Call your (ravel agent or El Al al 1 ■800-223^)7(X)

Airfare available 4/20 - 6/2/94 In coach class Irom New York on selected El Al (lights and available on any El Al light Iron! above listed El Al gateway dies. Airfare 
applies to any El Al return flight Minimum stay 6 days, maximum 30 days. 14-day advance purchase required Tickets nonretundable within 14 days ol departure 

CancebtbrVcharge penalties apply Fare subject to change without notice. $35.95 USA/lsrael Departure Tax ($32.95 Irom Miami) not Included 
Other restrictions may apply
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Memo to Parties With Pizazz 
Send this week’s bouquet to:

Dr. Stanley Chernish
Our Bouquet of the Week 

goes to Dr. Stanley M. Cher
nish.

Dr. Chernish, 70, has been 
named Volunteer of the Year 
by United Way of Central 
Indiana Volunteer Action 
Center.

The retired Eli Lilly and Co. 
researcher volunteered 478 
hours of his time last year to 
research projects at Methodist 
Hospital. He is an expert on 
gastrointestinal ailments.

His medical colleagues 
commended Chernish for his 
willingness to document and

share new information de
rived from his research and 
for the compassion he showed 
to patients during diagnostic 
procedures.

Dr. Chemish retired from 
Lilly in 1985 after a 31-year 
career. He has held a number 
of teaching appointments at 
the Indiana University School 
of medicine and has served 
the city and the state of Indi
ana in a number of medical 
posts.

He and his wife, Lelia, have 
one son, Dwight, and two 
grandchildren.

POSITION AVAILABLE
Indianapolis Hebrew Congregation is now seeking 

qualified applicants for the position of Adult 
Program and Special Projects Coordinator. 

The successful applicant will have skills in planning 
and executing adult education programs, creat
ing and implementing ways and means projects, 

be organized, a self-starter and excellent on detail 
and follow-through. The Coordinator will work with 
volunteers, single adults, older adults, chavuroh. 

and will staff the Adult Ed., Ways and Means, and 
Block Forum Committees.

For job description, call Elaine Arffa at 255-6647. 
Resumes will be accepted through April 30 and 

interviews will be scheduled early in May.

INDIANA'S NEWEST AND FINEST
WESTLANE BINGO

71 st & Michigan Fid. 
(2720 Wttttan* Rd.)

290-9971

‘GUARANTEED *6;000
Payouts For All Sassbns

*10f *15 or *20 
ADMISSION PACKAGES:
Indudet—l 8 Cards For 10 ( 
Regular Games Plus BONANZA, 
EARLY JACKPOT and SUPER 
JACKPOT!
Additional 18 Cards For Regular 
Games *3.00

SATURDAY
• Door Open 5 p.m.
• Warm-Ups 6 p.m.
• Reg. Games 7 p.m.

SUNDAY
• Door Open 1 p.m.
• Warm-Ups 2 p.m.
• Reg. Games . 3 p.m.

Regular Games Pay *100 to *300
(Depending on Admission Package)

SPECIAL$ly000 SUPER JACKPOT
I-------------COUPON------------]

Early Jackpot » westlane bingo i 
y ^ I 1 FREE DAUBER I 

Bonanza ^^w/COUPON___ |
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JCC nominees named 
for president, board

Dr. John H. Abrams has 
been nominated to continue 
serving as president of the 
Jewish Community Center, 
which will elect officers and 
board members at its annual 
meeting at 7 p.m. May 26.

Vice president nominees 
are Ronald Katz, Andrew 
Kleiman, Sheryl Lowenhar, 
Les Morris, Elliott Schanker- 
man and David Wiener.

Nominees for three-year 
board terms are Mark Bern

stein, Katy Cantor, Linda 
Cantor, Melanie Lottlieb, Sh
eryl Lowenhar, Miriam 
Resnick, Larry Rockafellow, 
Cynthia Simon-Skjodt, Cathi 
Weiner, Zeff Weiss and David 
Weiner.

Two-year term board 
nominees are Henry Leopold 
and Betsy Sheldon.

Honorary board member 
nominees are Dr. Abrams, 
Larry Cohen, Sheldon Hirst, 

Continued on page 6

Weisman keglers victorious
The B'nai B'rith Bowling 

League ended its 1993-94 sea
son with the championship 
game, won by the Norm 
Weisman's Associates.

The Norm Weisman's As
sociates edged out the 
Shapiro's team in the last 
frame of the third game.

The winning team roster

included Alan Atlas, Irwin 
Levin, Doug Seidman, Elia 
Levin, Jay Goodman and A1 
Wachter.

The runners-up Shapiro's 
bowlers included Joe Roth, 
Bob Netzorg, Jerry Bluestein, 
Bob Schwartz, Norm Cohen, 
Elliott Gold and Sid 
Glanzman.
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Young teen helps symphony 
teach other children

The Indianapolis Sym
phony Orchestra has re
cruited Mickey Seidenstein, 
13, to help it present its spring 
series of "Discovery Con
certs" for young people.

Mickey is a 7th grade honor 
student at Wcstlane Middle 
School. He and his parents are 
members of Indianapolis 
Hebrew Congregation.

A spokesman for the ISO, 
Tim Northcutt, said Mickey 
"is a brilliant young man who 
won our audition hands 
down, and we are excited 
about his upcoming perform
ances in our "Discovery Con
certs."

The series of concerts be
gins Wednesday, April 27, 
and runs through Thursday, 
May 26, at the Circle Theatre.

Mickey has been active in 
community theater for more 
than a year, he has performed

Mickey Seidenstein

in the Phoenix Theater's pro
ductions of Candy Store Win
dow and Marvin's Room and 
had a leading role in last year's 
IUPUI theater production of

The Diviners.
He got his acting start last 

year at the Jewish Community 
Center's production of The 
Great Western Melodrama 
and recently appeared in the 
JCC's musical. How to Eat 
Like a Child.

Mickey also was featured 
in a recent television commer
cial and has appeared in an 
educational video for the Indi
ana Department of Natural 
Resources.

Mickey's role consists of a 
teacher-student d ialogue with 
Concertmaster Alfred Savia, 
helping Savia provide a 
guided tour to the various 
sections of the orchestra, 
which will demonstrate them 
in compositions by Britten, 
Gabrieli, Mussorgsky, Wil
liam Banfield, Saint-Saens, 
Mozart, Tchaikovsky and 
Stravinsky.

MAKE US PAY FOR RUNNING THIS AD.

A LARGER LINE OF CREDIT 
LOWERS YOUR RATE. 

NO CLOSING FEES.
NO APPLICATION FEES. 

TO APPLY, VISIT A BRANCH 
OR CALL 1-800-348-2647.

WE'LL RAY YOUR INTEREST FOR 30 DAYS, UP TO $200.
THE ANNUAL PERCENTAGE RATES IN EFFECT AS OF MARCH 2& 1994 ARE 8.26% FOR LINES OF $5,000 TO $19,999. 778* FOR UNES Of $20,000 TO $34999. 7.25% FOR LINES 0f$35.000 JO $49,999 AND 6.76% FOR LWES Of $60000 AhC GREATER. THE APR* ARE VARIABLE.
SUBJECT TO CHANGE MONTHLY, AF<© ARE BASED ON THE VAU STREET JOIM'IAI FRIME RATE AS OF THE 25TH DAY Of THE PREVIOUS MONTH THE MAXIMUM APR IS 21%. MTEREST ACCRUED DURNG THE FIRST 30 DAYS AFTER YOU CLOSE THE LOAN, f ANY. Wll BE WAIVED 
UP TO A MAXIMUM Of $200. YOUR ACTUAL INTEREST SAVINGS WU BE REPORTED ON YOUR FIRST MONTHLY STATEMENT. THE CREDIT LINE IS SUBJECT TO AN ANNUAL FEE Of $40. WHICH IS WAIVED FOR THE FIRST YEAR. THERE ARE NO APPLICATION FEES OR OTHER COSTS l=J 
TO OPEN YOUR ACCOUNT. PLEASE CONSULT YOUR TAX ADVISOR REGARDR4G THE DEDUCTSIUTY Of THE INTEREST ON YOUR CREDIT UNE. SUBJECT TO CREDIT APPROVAL AND COLLATERAL RE\flEW PROPERTY INSURANCE IS REQUIRED. OFFER ENDS JULY311994. MEMBER FDK lSS!

The right bank can make a difference®
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I Heard it on Tuesday

On safari, with grandma, grandpa
By GISELA WEISZ

TEL: 255 5019 
FAX: 255 1660 
IT'S A SMALL WORLD: 

Beverly and Neal Cohan took 
their 10-year-old grand

daughter, Shana on an African 
safari earlier this month. 
Shana celebrated her 10th 
birthday during the trip.

The Masai tribe, of whom 
we hear so many wild stories.

proved themselves most 
peaceful. They even sang 
happy birthday to the little girl 
and presented her with a 
birthday cake. The Cohans 
saw elephants, lions and 
many other native animals 
close up in Kenya and Nai
robi.

Beverly asked me whether 
I had heard the joke about the 
bar mitzvah safari, when one 
has to hurry out of the animal 
reservation, because the next 
bar mitzvah is coming along... 
Well, according to Beverly, it 
is not just a joke anymore. 
They actually witnessed a bar 
mitzvah carried out by an Is
raeli family. The large family 
and numerous guests came to 
one of the jungle lodges to

Real Estate Corner

DIAMOND PLACE • GRAND OPENING!
(WASHINGTON TOWNSHIP)

Wooded, cul-de-sac

DIAMOND

star

• Standard features include: fireplaces, b 
fronts, plush carpeting, furniture'grade 
cabinets, cathedral ceilings, and more!

From 06,900
LOT INCLUDED

79th & Harcourt 334-9237 UKMSSft
Mon.-Thurs 1-7 ■ Sat-Sun. 1Z-5 • Closed Friday

celebrate their son's coming of 
age.

Another surprise of the trip 
came in Italy, at the Rome air
port. Neil, Beverly and Shana 
were waiting for their connec
tion to fly back to the United 
States when another traveling 
couple sat down next to them. 
To everybody's delight, it was 
none other than Libby and Jay 
Eigen from Indianapolis.

TEACH YOUR CHIL
DREN: On April 8, during the 
Friday night family service 
when Elizabeth Rochelle 
Feldman received her name.
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Rabbi Larry Milder greeted 
little children at the service 
with a song.

He accompanied himself 
on the guitar singing his own 
composition, which he co
wrote with Elijah Rock:

Wherever you go. Wher
ever you go there's always 
someone Jewish.

You're never alone when 
you say you're a Jew

So when you're not home 
and you're somewhere kind of 
newish.

The odds are — don't look 
far — 'cause they're Jewish, 
too.

Some Jews live in tents and 
some live in pagodas.

And some Jews pay rent 
'cause the city's not free; Some 
Jews live on farms in the hills 
of Minnesota And some Jews 
wear no shoes and sleep by the 
sea.

Amsterdam, Disneyland, 
Tel-Aviv —

Oh, they're miles apart
But when we light the 

candles on Sabbath eve
We share in the prayer in 

each one of our hearts.
And some Jews wear hats, 

and some Jews wear sombre
ros

And some wear k'fiahs to 
keep out the sun.

Some Jews live on rice, and 
some live on potatoes;

Or waffles, felafels, or 
hamburger buns.

Wherever you go....the 
odds are — don't look far — 
'cause they're Jewish, too.

The odds are — don't look 
far — they're Jews just like 
you.

IMPORTANT WORK: An 
illustrious guest visited Indi
anapolis with his wife on the 
weekend of April 15-17. Harry 
Hurwitz and his wife Freda 
came to the Hoosier capital 
during their tour of the United 
States.

Mr. Hurwitz, who was a 
close associate, adviser and 
biographer of the late Prime 
Minister of Israel Menachem 
Begin, has embarked on a big 
undertaking, the creation of 
the Menachem Begin Heritage 
Museum in Jerusalem. The 
new edifice will be a meeting 
place for scholars. It will have 
a think tank to research and 
study the ways toward peace 
and to good international rela
tions and it will house memo
rabilia of the effects of 
Menachem Begin.

Harry Hurwitz, who was 
bom in Latvia and grew up in 
Johannesburg, South Africa, is 
the director of the Menachem 
Begin Heritage Foundation, 
and the United States Friends 
of the Menachem Begin Heri
tage Foundation. He was the 
main speaker at the service in 
B'nai Torah on Saturday, 
April 16. He and his wife were 
house guests of Simona and 
Hart Hasten. Hart is the 
foundation's representative in 
the United States.

BOOKS, MAGAZINES, 
RECORDS AND MORE. The 
Jewish Community Center's 
big annua! book sale will be 
June 22-26 at the College Park 
Plaza parking lot.

REMEMBERING: Follow
ing the headstone unveiling of 
Louis Goldstein, at the Beth-EI 
Cemetery, four generations of 

Continued on next page

BUCK CREEK MEADOWS

Join us this weekend for the
"PARADE OF HOMES"

We offer ranch, 2 story & tri-level floor plans. All of our 
homes include brick fronts, 2 car garages & sodded front 

yards. A great location to build your first home! 
STOP BY OR CALL TODAY!

Arlington and Edgewood
HON 786-5858
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Day Lewis excellent as antihero
By CHARLES EPSTEIN

Daniel Day Lewis portrays 
one of the most depraved 
characters in the film "In the 
Name of the Father." He lies, 
cheats, and steals. He searches

for "free love and drugs " He 
is most contemptible.

So when he is unjustly ar
rested for a crime he did not 
commit, I said good riddance. 
This despicable person is 
being taken off the streets so 
some people can feel safe 
again and not be threatened 
by this bully and thief. What 
did I care which crime he was 
sent to prison for? This man 
deserved punishment.

The story is true. The char
acter Lewis played was 
charged with the 1970s IRA 
bombings in London. He 
spent 15 years in prison even 
after British officials knew he 
was innocent. So not only does 
this movie indict the violence 
of the IRA, but it also reveals 
the brutal and unethical 
mores of the British police and 
establishment. The Brits were 
out for blood. They did not 
care whose.

And so it is, with this back
ground that we see only one 
good person in this motion 
picture and she does not ap
pear until the close to the end. 
That is, the British lawyer 
played by Emma Thompson. 
She is absolutely brilliant in 
this film mired in political 
mud.

This is a heavy film with 
coarse language and violence. 
It reveals the blackness, hy
pocrisy and evil in those folks 
over there across the Atlantic. 
This is a movie about hate. It is 
not uplifting until the final 
trial at the end’.

Therefore, the Oscar nomi
nations for its director, Jim 
Sheridan, and for Best Picture 
are most questionable. Even 
Pete Postlethwaite, portray
ing Lewis' father, seemed to 
get his nomination under false 
pretenses.

Daniel Day Lewis does 
deserve his nomination for his 
role in the film. His perform
ance was astonishing.

But what had to keep this 
film from winning the Acad
emy Award as Best Picture are 
those accents, which are ex
tremely difficult to compre
hend. This authenticity was 
necessary, for the atmosphere 
was truly explosive. How
ever, it put a tremendous 
hardship on the audience. 
Many people lost more than 
40 percent of the dialogue. 
Both the Irish and the British 
have a garbled way of con
versing. This, in combination 
with its dark philosophies of 
hate and mistrust, makes for a 
most difficult movie to enjoy, 
let alone understand.

With all the plaudits "In 
the Name of the Father" re
ceived, I expected to "enjoy" 
or be more "entertained." The 
film is not that enjoyable. It is 
not that entertaining. Until 
Emma Thompson appears on 
the screen it can get pretty tir
ing. One can get weary trying 
to decipher those accents and 
trying to follow the story.

"In the Name of the Fa
ther" is a tremendous under
taking, a very ambitious film.

EXPECT THE BEST!

Expeat the best... deserve the best! "Quality, style, open, 
comfortable," all describe this fine E-Z Contemporary 

built by Paul Estridge at 12668 Devon Lane in exclusive 
Springmill Springs, Carmel. Call today for appointment. 

Value priced by corporate client to sell now.
| $459,900.

Diana Beam

872-8200
[COLDWELL BANKER REAL ESTATE CENTRE 

86TH & TOWNWSHIP

COLDUieU.
BANRCRU

It accomplishes what it sets 
out to do, but at what price? 
The audience suffers along 
with those in the film. What a 
relief when it is over.

El Al
cut its fares

For anyone planning a 
vacation trip to Israel, El Al is 
offering a 15 percent reduc
tion in airfare from now to 
June 2.

That means roundtrip 
flights for $899 from new York 
and Boston or $1,023 from 
Chicago.

A 14-day advance pur
chase is required.

The airline also has a vaca
tion package reduced by 15 
percent. The package includes 
roundtrip coach class airfare 
to Tel Aviv, five consecutive 
nights in a top value hotel, 
daily Israeli buffet breakfast 
and a car rental.

For flight information, res
ervations and additional de
tails, contact your travel agent 
or El Al.

Gisela
Continued from prev. page 

the Goldstein family gathered 
in the home of Caron and Alan 
Goldstein for lunch.

ART & ARTISTS: Beth-El 
Zedeck will present a multi- 
media exhibit and sale on May 
7. Artists from the Israeli Sa- 
frai Gallery will bring their 
creation here. For information 
call 253-3441.

Congratulations 
Bonnie Patterson

OVER $1,000,000 
in Residential Sales thru 

MARCH

Gold Key REALTORS
257-7131

Newmans battle 
Children’s Bureau

Lawrence and Beverly 
Newman are continuing a le
gal battle to keep 4-year-old 
Laura Clem, the little girl 
they applied to adopt.

In this effort they are 
contending against the Chil
dren’s Bureau of Indianapo
lis.

Trish Reidl, a social 
worker for the Children's 
Bureau, which is a private, 
non-profit agency, said the 
Newmans voluntarily came 
to the bureau when seeking a 
child.

The Newmans say they 
located Laura and her broth
ers in Maryland themselves 
and then went through the 
Children's Bureau in at
tempting to adopt them. 
They later gave up the boys, 
whom they said were a dan
ger to Laura.

The Newmans say the

Children's Bureau contends 
their adoption would not be 
in Laura's best interest even 
though they represent the 
only stable home she has 
had since infancy.

Reidl refused to answer 
even hypothetical questions 
by the P-O about how the 
Children's Bureau works in 
respect to deciding that any 
family does not fit the "best 
interests of a child."

She insisted that confi
dentiality barred her an
swering such questions even 
when the P-O clearly stated 
it was seeking questions on 
procedure, not on the New
man case specifically.

Officials of the Denver- 
based Jewish Children's 
Adoption Network said the 
Newmans are correct in say
ing it often is difficult for 

Continued on page 7

Real Estate Corner

Ralph Pric*

AAl'U RELOCATION
Congratulates Ralph Price

Are you hoping to start or advance your career in real estate ? 
Call Ralph to find out why A M may be the place for you!

Congratulations to Ralph Price for achieving in ex
cess of 2 million dollars In residential sales his first year 
with A M. Relocation! For professional real estate 
service call:

Ralph Price at 848-1588
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Community Calendar

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 27
7:30 p.m. Indianapolis Hadassah Board
THURSDAY, APRIL 28
5:30 p.m. Lag B'Omer, Holliday Park. Contact: Lubavitch of 

Indiana Rabbi Avi Grosgbaum
FRIDAY, APRIL 29-SUNDAY, MAY 1
The Third Annual Regional Jewish Singles Weekend, Omaha, 

Neb., for singles over 30. For more information: Connie 
Braun of IHC at 255-6647.

SUNDAY, MAY 1
IHC annual meeting, 4 p.m.
JCC Acculturation, 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
FRIDAY, MAY 6
James Farmer, co-founder of Congress of Racial Equality, 7:30 

p.m. shabbat service, IHC.
SATURDAY, MAY 7
James Farmer, co-founder of Congress of Racial Equality, public 

luncheon program on promoting tolerance and respect for d i- 
versity, IHC, $6. Contact: Susan Wurf, 298-8858, or Connie 
Braun, 255-6647.

"A Festival of Israeli Art" Beth-El Zedeck. Includes art 
competition for seniors, deadline for submissions: April 22. 
Contact: Reuben Shevitz, 875-6079.

SUNDAY, MAY 8
"A Festival of Israeli Art" Beth-El Zedeck.

THURSDAY, MAY 26
JCC Board election and dessert reception, 7 p.m. at JCC. Public 

invited, $4.
TUESDAY, JUNE 21
Jewish National Fund Tree of Life Award dinner, Hyatt Re

gency, tribute to G. Benjamin Lantz.

13

Voted Best Oriental Meal
1989 People's Choice 

Restaurant Awards

iUMXNrufeu*
■ ■ w •WT Hunan, Szechuan

9 W m S Mandarin Restaurant
The subdued atmosphere and extraordinary 
Chinese Cuisine makes Forbjdden city number 
one In Indlanapollsl Forbidden City features the 
finest Hunan-Szechuan and traditional dishes 
prepared by master chefs with authentic flair!
Announcing 30 Lunch Specials
All Include: Choice of three soups, egg 

roll, steamed or fried rice, added entree 
We do Ch/nese catering tor your special 

occasions — on or ott premlsosl 
Dinner Entrees priced $4.95 to $10.25 
Served till 10 p.m. Sunday ^Thursday 

Till 11 p.m. Friday and Saturday 
Everyday Luncheon Speciat 

$3.25 to $4.25
Now Three Locations Cock,a,, Sp*c,alt 
Glenlake Plaza
next to Kroger
65th St. at Keystone 
317 257-7388 
West 38th St.
at High School Rd.
317 298-3588 
Express 
3617 W. 86th 
317 872-2888 
Major Credt Cards 
Accepted 
Our chef from 
Washington. D.C.
William Hsu. 
has received 
FOUR 
STARS

Federation’s 
drives healthy

The Federation campaign 
this year is running about 3 
1/2 percent ahead of last 
year, card for card, Execu
tive Vice President Harry 
Nadler says.

Figures as of the end of 
March showed the separate 
Exodus campaign at $2.62 
million. This probably is 
about $100,000 ahead of last 
year, Nadler said.

In the summer, he said, 
there will be a community 
campaign with a goal of be
tween $6 million and $9 
million to be collected in the 
coming five or six years. 
This will be specifically for 
funding local community 
needs.

The regular reorganiza
tion of the Federation and 
its agencies has begun. 
Agency meetings and elec
tions are variously sched
uled. The Federation annual 
meeting will be June 12.

Nominees
Continued from page 3 

Ronald Katz, Susan Klein- 
man, Andre Kleyner, Craig 
Robinson and Susan Rockafel- 
low.

The Bella Wolf Memorial 
Award for outstanding youth 
leadership in the community 
and the Ivan M., Chalfie 
Award for Distinguished 
Service to the Jewish Family 
and Community will be pre
sented at the annual event.

A dessert reception follows 
the election. The public is in
vited. Admission is $4.

Why IPS schools vital 
—even for ‘outsiders’

Concrete/Stain Removal
Remove oil, rust and other stains 
from concrete. It’s inexpensive
National Concrete Restoration 

356-3664

Need to update an outfit? 
Missing a button?

BUTTONS
GAL@RE

Featuring a wide variety of 
unique & exciting upscale 

clothing buttons for 
women, men and children.

Store hours:
Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m. to 6p.m. 
Saturday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Deborah Cline, Owner 
1300 E. 86th St. (Nora Plaza) 

Indianapolis, IN 46240 
317-872-5200

By ED STATTMANN
By next Wednesday, Neil 

Pickett will have won or lost 
a race for election to a place 
on the board of the Indi
anapolis Public Schools, one 
of the most thankless jobs in 
public life.

Pickett and his wife live 
within the IPS district and 
send their children to IPS 
schools, unlike many of their 
fellow Jews in Indianapolis. 
Many of our Jewish children 
attend Washington Town
ship or Hamilton County or 
private schools.

So why do the Picketts 
choose IPS?

The mayor is fond of 
saying — and I think he’s 
right — that you can’t have 
a great city without good 
schools," Pickett said. Peo
ple living within or outside 
the IPS boundaries in the 
metro area should be con
cerned, he says.

"So far, Indianapolis has 
been able to be the exception 
to the rule. We are a great 
city, but we don’t have great 
schools in IPS. But I think in 
the future the lack of good 
schools is going to affect the 
quality of life in Indianapo
lis. We’re all going to be 
worse off, including people 
who don’t have children in

volved in the system."
Pickett says IPS affects 

the core of the city, partly by 
increasingly high property 
tax rates, which tend to 
drive development into the 
surrounding counties.

He says this weakens 
what should be a strong cen
tral city core.

"Another important issue 
is the quality of workers that 
come out of IPS. IPS is still 
the biggest system in Marion 
County. As we try to recruit 
businesses to come to the In
dianapolis area, if IPS is not 
producing quality graduates, 
that’s a significant cause for 
concern in terms of the city's 
ability to grow and attract 
business."

If the schools' perfor
mance is such that economic 
development is hampered 
and Indianapolis children 
have less hope of a good fu
ture, we will find ourselves 
supporting more people in 
prisons, Pickett says.

"One of the key ways in 
my mind, to break the cycle 
of poverty, to provide oppor
tunities for all people in In
dianapolis, is to give them a 
good education. We're just not 
doing that. We're not giving 

Continued on next page
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How to deal with evangelists IPS
By LAWRENCE J. EPSTEIN

He was well-dressed, 
wearing a tie and suit and 
carrying a black leather brief
case. Politely, he inquired 
whether he could talk to me. 
He. was amazed when 1 said he 
could. He began to talk, wan
dering carefully from obvious 
truths, such as that there is 
moral decay in the society, to 
more tenuous assertions, such 
as his knowled ge of the causes 
of and cures for such decay. It 
only took him a minute in his 
well-rehearsed pitch to get to 
his real message: his religion 
had the answers, and he 
wanted, me to hear those an
swers as a prelude to embrac
ing tl>at religion.

I challenged some of his 
views very gently and po
litely. Then I told him that I 
had to go, and, no, 1 didn't 
want any literature, even free 
literature.

I thought that I had 
handled the intrusion fairly 
well—until he came back, this 
tipae with a Jewish-born com
panion, the following week. 
They brought along a Bible to 
"prove" that what they were 
saying had the authority of 
scriptural truth. There was 
more edge in my voice as I 
pointed out the contradictions 
and inadequacies of their 
interpretations.

That evening 1 spent some 
time thinking about what 
these missionaries had hoped 
to accomplish, their methods, 
and what I could do to counter 
their activities. I decided that 
if one of those characters came 
again to my door, 1 would 
have a brand-new approach,

one they didn't expect.
It took two weeks, and it 

was a different young man, 
but from the same religious 
movement. He knocked. I 
opened the door and said 
hello. I listened patiently to his 
standard introduction, but 
when he got to the part that 
was supposed to hook me and 
asked if I wanted to know 
more, I had a response.

"You know," I said, "I 
think you're a smart person. 
You should lear more about 
the religion with the real truth. 
Would you like to learn about 
converting to Judaism?"

He looked at me startled. 
He clearly had never heard 
such a question. I had him 
rattled, so naturally I contin
ued. "Really," I pressed, "Ju
daism believes in a kind, lov
ing, good God to whom you 
can pray d irectly. Isn't it better 
to pray to God directly than to 
have to go through someone 
else?" He wasn't sure how to 
answer this.

"And Judaism doesn't say 
that humans are born natu
rally evil, but are free to 
choose between right and 
wrong. Wouldn't you feel bet
ter believing in a religion that 
believed in you?" I smiled at 
him. He stood silently.

"And Judaism focuses on 
being kind to other people. If I 
steal from you, God isn't the 
one who forgives me. I have to 
make it up to you. Wouldn’t 
you like a faith like that in
stead of one in which a thief 
can say a few prayers, never 
see you, and still be forgiven?"

The young man didn't, so

2?'J r^\ wiwj

We’ve been helping to make your 
“simehas” special since 19761
Please remember us for all your gift 
& floral needs.

[ • Hobdays, birthdays, anniversaries & graduations
• Hostess and thank-you gifts
• Custom silk & dried bouquets for

4622 W.72nd-B home or business
299-2325 • Invitations, stationery, birth announcements

Summer camp experiences are fun at Orchard Country 
Day School. June 13 through July 29.
Four-year-olds through 8th grade.
"Early-late" child care 
available.
Pick your 
favorite at

Orchard
Pickings
Orchard Country Day School 
615 West 63rd Street 
Call for a brochure 251-9253

far as 1 know, become Jewish, 
but he did listen, and he 
seemed impressed. No mis
sionaries from that movement 
ever came to my door again.

I never sought missionar
ies out, but, from time to time,
I came across them. Each time 
I did, I listened to them, but 
never responded, or at
tempted to enter their spiri
tual world to debate them, and 
I never became defensive. In
stead, I simply told them that 
Judaism was the most spiritu
ally attractive path to me, and 
then I asked them to consider 
converting to Judaism. They 
sometimes listened and some
times walked away. They 
sometimes asked probing 
questions. They always 
stopped pestering me.

I therefore offer such an 
approach as a counter to mis
sionaries, but my offer has one 
proviso: Inordertoofferjuda- 
ism, it is necessary to know it 
well enough to present it. This 
counter-missionary approach 
requires each of us to be armed 
with Jewish knowledge. We 
have to organize in our minds 
how Judaism can be under
stood, appreciated, and 
briefly presented, even when 
we confront a mocking non
believer. We have good prece
dent for this.

This ability to explain Ju
daism succinctly is a unique 
form of self-knowledge and 
Jewish education, one which 
will not only make us more 
literate, but which has the very 
practical use of fending off the 
missionaries who assault 
members of our community.

It is time to consider such 
an approach

SPACES STILL 
AVAILABLE
Our 30th Season 

Located in the hills of 

Brown County, Indiana

A
Don’t just sit around and 

waste your summer

CAMP PALAWOPEC
• Horseback Riding • Archery • Swimming
• Soccer • Fishing • Camp Fires • Canoeing

• Cave Exploring • Backpacking
• Crafts • Basketball

• New Friends and Experiences 

Great summer fun in a relaxed
outdoor setting.

Boys age 8-15 • Giris age 8-15 
Adventure canoe,bike and mountain 

backpacking/whitewater ratting trips tor 

older campers
Hike Nickels, Director, Rit. 4, Box 172 

Nashville, IN 47448 • 812-988-2689

Continued from prev. page 
enough of them a good 
education."

He warns that, if we end 
up in a situation where most 
of the people in the commu
nity who lack a good educa
tion are minorities, we will 
confront increasingly serious 
social problems.

Pickett says it's not too 
late.

"We're not Chicago, we're 
not Detroit, we're not New 
York City yet. There are 
some good schools within 
IPS. ”

He says the system also 
must stop the uncertainty. 
"Year after year, the system 
lurches from crisis to crisis."

Newmans
Continued from page 5 

Jews to adopt and difficult to 
match children of Jewish de
scent with Jewish parents.

They said there is a pre
sumption among many pri
vate and public agencies that 
most children are of Chris
tian descent. There also are 
biases by many birth parents 
against having children 
raises Jewishly, according to 
the JCAN.

Pickett said he would also 
like to see an end to the cur
rent system of busing. He 
would like to see a task force 
of civic and business leaders 
and others develop an alter
native to the expensive sys
tem of busing that costs IPS 
around $28 million to $30 
million a year.

He says he believes U.S. 
District Judge S. Hugh Dillin 
would listen to a well-con
structed alternative to the 
busing that was instituted to 
bring about racial balance in 
the schools, but has been as
sociated with a decline in 
school quality for the com
munity, including minorities.

r UNVEILING 
GLADYS & LOU 

GOLDSTEIN
B’nai Torah South 

Cemetery, 10 a.m., May 5. 
Rabbi Shlomo Crandall 

will officiate. 
Relatives and friends are 

invited.

{/Howeta joi alt occaaeo/ia
Marer Rower Shop

38 East 16th Street • 925-6961

'p'Ot. SLvVu^ 6teAiiitsw.isgSl 

(3H) Z53'
JEWISH NATIONAL FUND 
1811 Losantiville Ave., Suite 318 
Cincinnati, OH 45237 (KIRIN KAYfMf TH 

IfISRAU) INC

iiii
A R N

AARON* * RUBEN ♦ NELSON

THE MERIDIAN HILLS MORTUARY

"The Jewiah Funeral Home of Indianapolis”

/ >2(S Wist 86(h Street 
W\n Si \ mivw / /os/mih/

846-6501
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Iewish Post & Opinion 
Universities learn lesson

It would seem as if the university world is 
finally being held accountable for its tolerance of 
clearly anti-Semitic speeches under auspices if not 
of the university at least by agencies of it and 
supported by funds collected from all students. 
The removal of the president of Howard 
University is one case. The other is an appeal 
court's overturning a $360,000 award to Dr. 
Leonard Jeffries.

Universities may not be so eager to rule that 
anti-Semites have the right to free speech to their 
student bodies, and rewarding them with large 
fees that students of all religions and viewpoints 
provide.

At the heart of what was taking place was the 
welcoming to college campuses of speakers certain 
to divide the student body, regardless of the 
known message of the speakers; in this case — lies 
about Jews specifically and whites generally. That 
a black sponsored university has taken the first 
step and is replacing its president is instructive.

Perhaps now other university regimes will 
follow the guidelines of what a university is all 
about, education based on facts; and rule out 
demagogues whose goals betray higher education 
principles.

Hungary admits deportations
BUDAPEST — Although of the populace, 

decades late, for the first Meanwhile in Paris the 
time ever Hungary has held rescue of Bulgarian Jews dur- 
official ceremonies ing the war was celebrated 
commemorating the deporta- with President Zheliu 
tion of 600,000 Jews to death Zhelev expressing the hope 
camps during World War II. that a free and united Europe 
The events were organized will be declared a zone where 
partially to bring Hungarian xenophobia and anti- 
anti-Semitism during the war Semitism will not be toler- 
and currently to the attention ated.

Editor's Chair
Rabbi Barry R. Baron of Houston called to 

enter a subscription and we got to talking 
about the forthcoming convention of the 
Rabbinical Assembly at the Concord and we 
have every intention of covering it after a 
long lapse since the time of their convention 
at the Park Synagogue in Cleveland when we 
were barred from one of the sessions which on 
the program was not designated as either an 
executive session or in any other way which 
would have precluded the press from covering 
it. The same thing happened at the 
convention of the Central Conference of 
American Rabbis which we have covered 
year after year and we haven't been back 
there either.

One drawback at covering conventions is 
the steep cost and the Concord, although 
they provide luscious meals, isn't exactly the 
Salvation Army either. The Concord 
advertises in a number of Jewish publications, 
and certainly the P-O should be included as 
one of their principal media because we can 
assume that hundreds of our readers are their 
best guests. The problem is that with our 
national readership when one of our 
subscribers from Boston or Cleveland or 
Pittsburgh or in the many small communities 
where the one Jewish paper that is read is 
ours the Concord has no way of knowing that 
it was their ad with us that brought that 
person as a guest. Plus The Concord 
management doesn't seem to realize that 
there is no kosher resort outside of Florida for 
readers in the Middle West where our 
Kentucky and Indiana editions are based and 
in the summer you don't go to Florida for your 
vacation.

The stand we have taken against being 
barred from sessions of conventions open to the 
delegates relates to our contention that the 
Jewish press deserves the same kind of 
consideration for the job it is doing in the 
Jewish community as for instance the New 
York Times or any daily paper. All national 
and local Jewish organizations want their 
activities reported in the Jewish press and

the editors are happy to comply when they 
provide news of their activities. By the same 
token Jewish publications should enjoy 
privileges that make it possible for us to 
report accurately on developments in Jewish 
life, of which national Jewish conventions 
are a significant occasion. Now that we have 
rejoined the American Jewish Press 
Association, which we organized in 1944 here 
in Indianapolis, perhaps we'll seek to present 
a resolution that will embody the thoughts 
we have just presented.

Rabbi Gertel in his column this week 
relates the incident of the alleged sexy story 
in the Talmud, but doesn't let the reader in on 
the gist of the story itself. Perhaps he doesn't 
want to spread the story, which, in our 
opinion, is hardly sexy at all. It involves a 
man falling off a roof and landing on a woman 
with whom he has sex. Why the Talmud 
includes the story — to illustrate intent or 
lack of it — Rabbi Gertel explains; but to do 
that without relating the story itself would, 
it seems to us, only confuse readers.

The only way we can explain the boo boo 
when we noted in last week's issue that the 
Plum Street Temple was being refurbished 
and then moved it from Cincinnati to Cleve
land is that things get hectic here on Monday 
as we try to get all the news into the paper 
that goes to press that night. We have been 
in the Plum Street Temple and as a sort of ar
chitectural buff we love its architecture and 
appreciate the fact that the Cincinnati Jew
ish community thinks the same way — that 
it must be preserved, even though it long has 
been in a neighborhood that has deterio
rated. In fact our mother, olav hasholom, was 
a Cincinnati girl and her family was promi
nent back in those days — the Rosenbaums 
and the Tennenbaums.

Israel economy Is not that good
TEL AVIV — While in Israel Institute of Productiv- 

many business quarters, Israel ity just published notes that 
is compared in economic de- the trade deficit is growing 
velopment with Taiwan and and imports increasing at the 
Hong Kong, etc., the view rate of 1 percent a month, 
here is that the country's Net production per worker 
ability to compete in world was worth $39,000 compared 
markets had not improved in to $57,000 in Japan and 
the past year. A report by the $69,100 in Switzerland.

Jews welcome Rabin on visit to Moscow
JERUSALEM — Prime Although Russia's role in 

Minister Yitzhak Rabin was the Middle East is consider- 
in Moscow for four days ably decreased, Mr. Rabin 
meeting with top officials for was gracious when he said, 
the first visit of an Israeli "We will have a chance to 
prime minister to Russia. At clarify our positions to the 
one time, before she was Russian leadership with the 
prime minister, Golda Meir intention that Russia can 
was the Israeli Ambassador play a positive role as it has 
to Moscow. done in Yugoslavia."

20 Israelis watch S. Africa election
JOHANNESBURG — A 27. Three of the delegation 

delegation of 20 Israelis will are Knesset Members and six 
be coming here to aid in are part of an official UN 
monitoring the country's first team, 
democratic elections on April

How To Kill A Business In Ten Easy Steps

1. Don’t advertise. Just pretend every
body knows what you have to offer.
2. Don’t advertise. Tell yourself you 
just don’t have the time to spend 
thinking about promoting your busi
ness.
3. Don’t advertise. Just assume 
everybody knows what you sell.
4. Don’t advertise. Convince yourself 
that you’ve been in business so long 
customers will automatically come to 
you.
5. Don’t advertise. Forget that there 
are new potential cystomers who 
would do business with you if they 
were urged to do so.

6. Don’t advertise. Forget that you 
have competition trying to attract your 
customers away from you.
7. Don’t advertise. Tell yourself it 
costs too much to advertise and that 
you don’t get enough out of it.
8. Don’t advertise. Overlook the fact 
that advertising is an investment in 
selling — not an expense.
9. Don’t advertise. Be sure not pro
vide an adequate advertising budget 
for business.
10. Don’t advertise. Forget that you 
have to keep reminding your estab
lished customers that you appreciate 
their business.

Yom decide... it's your business in good times or bad.



El Al plane narrowly 
avoids crash landing

BEN GURION AIRPORT — All of Israel's hospitals were 
put on alert as an El Al 747 was forced to take emergency 
measures when the plane's undercarriage malfunctioned. An 
Israeli F-15 scrambled to check whether the wheels were 
extended and friends and relatives were shepherded into a 
private room.

However, the plane landed safely with barely 15 minutes 
of fuel remaining.

"You never saw people so glad to get off a plane in your 
life," a British passenger among the 390 on board was quoted 
as stating.

At one point a passenger recited the Sh'mah over the 
loudspeaker.

Pilot Capt. Michel Sitbon told reporters that "for 35 
minutes we could not move the wheels. We activated all the 
systems in preparations for a crash landing but at the last 
minute we heard the landing gear going down, although we 
could not be sure that it had locked in place."

School prayers ruled 
founding fathers’ aim

JACKSON, Miss. — The question of school prayers, which 
has engaged some of the best minds in American judicial 
circles, did not affect a decision of Judge Chet Dillard of Hind 
County Chancery Court, who affirmed without doubt that 
the Constitution’s authors "did not intend to ban school 
prayer."

Overruling the action of the Jackson school district's 
decision that suspended a principal for permitting a student 
to read a prayer over the school intercom, the judge wrote 
that "in just a relatively few years, beginning in the 60’s, it 
has become a constitutional right to have an abortion, avoid 
the death penalty for at least 10 years, but unconstitutional 
to pray in school except under very limited circumstances. 
There is a valid argument being made that the attempt to 
prevent the freedom to offer prayer in school has led to the 
loss of moral values in public education."

Since the principal, Bishop Knox, was dismissed in 
November, protest rallies and politicians, including Gov. 
Kirk Fordice, have come out in favor of school prayer.

Jeffries loses $360,000 award
NEW YORK — Whether 

Dr. Leonard Jeffries will con
sider it justification remains 
with him, but in a Federal 
Appeals court decision he 
lost the $360,000 awarded 
him in damages from City 
University for demoting him 
while restoring his position 
as chairman of the black 
studies department. He had 
been removed and then filed 
suit for damages after he ac

cused Jews of responsibility 
for the slave trade and said 
Jews and the Mafia conspired 
in Hollywood to disparage 
blacks in films. His attorney, 
Joseph Fleming, answered 
the question when he said 
his client would have been 
happier had the court up
held the $360,000 award, 
adding also his reinstate
ment.

No different than in U.8.
ISTANBUL — It's the

same story, if not in the same 
degree, in Turkey as else
where when it comes to as
similation. Although the 
figures here are only about 10 
to 15 percent, the common be
lief is that it is twice that 
number. The Jewish commu
nity here numbers only 22,000 
out of a population of about 12 
million Muslims.

A new Jewish school with

top academic standards and 
state-of-the-art facilities is 
scheduled to open in Septem
ber for eventually 1000 stu
dents. The Jews of Istanbul 
are financially self-suffi
cient. The Joint Distribution 
Committee is planning three 
Jewish camps on nearby is
lands. Ninety-five percent of 
Jewish students here go on to 
universities to complete their 
education.
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Old complaint—English replacing Hebrew
JERUSALEM — It is almost no longer 

"shalom" but "hi" and "bye" and it is "cool" 
to be "in" as Hebrew has lost out to the tongue 
everyone hears in movies and cable and tv.

It is an abomination to the purists of the 
Hebrew Language Academy and some 
consider it a danger to Zionism itself, whose 
goal was that Jews no longer needed to 
assimilate into the culture of others.

If there is any Hebrew in names like Body 
Hobby gyms and Chicken Baguette, no one can 
find it, and so Shoshana Bahat, a member of 
the Language Academy can say, "There's no 
doubt that this is one of the worst things to 
happen to us. It betrays a lack of culture 
tinged with snobbery," adding, "why should I 
have to use English words like 'celebrity' or 
'item,' as news item, when there are perfectly 
acceptable Hebrew alternatives?"

But then there is Netiva Ben-Yehuda, 
whose family name tells a story, since she's a 
granddaughter of the Eliezer, who together 
with the late novelist, Dahn Ben-Amotz, has 
co-authored a successful dictionary of Hebrew 
slang. She terms the criticism of the use of 
English terms as "shtuyot," rubbish.

She explains that the reason English 
words are preferred to Hebrew is because the 
"stuffy minds of the Academy" come up with 
artificial sounding creations. She also notes 
that the Academy's own name in Hebrew 
includes the not-so-pure "academia."

She pointed out, in addition, that modern 
Hebrew borrows from English — and other 
languages including Arabic — in the same 
way that ancient Hebrew took from the major 
languages of the day, such as Aramaic.

OffscSsl’s wife 
treated in Israel

JERUSALEM — The plane 
carrying to Israel the wife of 
the deputy prime minister of 
Tajikistan who is pregnant 
and has a heart condition, 
was permitted to continue its 
voyage after being forced 
down by Russian civil avia
tion authorities. She is under 
treatment at Ha'emek Hos
pital in Afula.

Wallenberg statue in London, finally
LONDON — It is a Roman 

Catholic who has Jewish 
relatives who is making pos
sible a British monument to 
Raoul Wallenberg, the 
Swedish diplomat who 
saved the lives of scores of 
thousands of Hungarian Jews 
during the Nazi era. David 
Amess, a Member of Parlia
ment, has been fighting since 
1989 for such recognition for 
Wallenberg, and twice his

bill to erect a monument on 
government-owned land has 
been defeated.

But now London's West
minster Council has voted to 
erect a memorial at Marble 
Arch in the city's West End.

Wallenberg was never 
heard from again after he 
was jailed by the advancing 
Russians at the end of the 
war.

60 years from now 
a young mother will need an 
emergency kidney transplant.

Thanks to your bequest today, 
Hadassah wiH be there to help.

When you put Hadassah in your will, you're helping people in need for 
generations to come. We've always been on the forefront of healing, research, 
teaching and youth rescue in Israel. With your bequest our future will be as 
glorious as our past. Please write today for our free brochure " Legacy for 
Tomorrow." Or call 1-800-880-WILL.

HADASSAH
When there's a will there's a way.

HADASSAH, WIUS & BEQUESTS DEPARTMENT, 50 WEST 58TH STREET, NEW YORK, NY 10019
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Israel military bases 
in West Bank—Rabin

JERUSALEM — Prime Minister Rabin told two reporters 
for The Jerusalem Post that he basically agreed with the 
Allon Plan that would give Israel strategic military bases in 
the occupied territories. When David Makovsky and Alon 
Pinkas asked the question, "Do you still support the Allon 
Plan?", the answer was, "Basically, yes."

That elicited the next question: "Under the Allon Plan, 
Israel maintains sovereignty in the Jordan Valley. Is this 
still your view?

To which, Mr. Rabin responded:
"Well, what we want is not to be in control of another 

people. Let's face it: The Palestinians are an entirely 
different entity. Religiously, politically and, you can say, 
nationally. I don't want Israel to become a binational state. I 
believe in the right of the Jewish people to live all over the 
land of Israel. By my own choice if I had the whole of the 
land of Israel to make the people of Israel a binational state 
of, let's say, 4.3 million Jews, let's assume 5.5 or 6 million 
Jews, and 3 million Palestinians. This is not, in my humble 
opinion, the vision of Jews in the last 2,000 years, about the 
return to Zion."

Obituaries
Philip Gelber, 73, Metuchen leader

METUCHEN, N.J. — dlesex County, died here at 
Philip A. Gelber, a founding the age of 73. He was the 
member of the Jewish owner of American Petroleum 
Federation of Greater Mid- Corp.

Dr. J. Margoliash of Marin County

SAN FRANCISCO — Dr. 
Jacob Margoliash, a founder 
of Marin's only Conservative 
synagogue and the county's 
only Jewish community Cen
ter, died in his sleep at the 
age of 85. He was a dentist

here until 15 years ago. For 
years he was president of Kol 
Shofar Congregation. He 
served in France and North 
Africa in World War II as a 
Major in the dental corps.

2ND BLIND RABBI — Of 
the 144 rabbi who were or
dained at ceremonies of the 
Rabbi Isaac Elchanan Theo
logical Seminary of Yeshiva 
University, one. Rabbi David 
Keehn is legally blind. De
spite lacking full sight since 
age 18, he can see some im
ages and shades of lightness 
and darkness and is already 
working as a pastoral care 
resident at Memorial Sloan 
Kettering Cancer Center and 
the New York Hospital-Cor- 
nell Medical Center both in 
New York. Keehn is the sec
ond blind rabbi to be ordained 
by Yeshiva U in its 107-year 
history. In 1986 then 47-year- 
old Rabbi Joseph Wenefsky, a 
noted Talmudic scholar and 
author who had been blind 
since age 12, was ordained.

Rabbi S. Weller dies in Arkansas
LITTLE ROCK, Ark. — 

Rabbi Seymour Weller who 
has served Congregation 
Agudath Achim here since 
1978 died last Tuesday. He is 
a past president of the Rab
binic Alumni Association of 
Yeshiva University and lo
cally he served as Auxiliary 
Chaplain at the Little Rock

Air Force base.
He is a member of the Na

tional Association of Profes
sors of Hebrew in American 
Institutions of Higher Learn
ing. He served in Fort Wayne, 
Ind., where he was past 
president of the Ohio Valley 
Region of the Zionist 
Organization of America.

British Jews 10% 
of nation’s rich

LONDON — Although 
Jews constitute a minimal 
percentage of England's 
population, when it comes to 
Britain’s richest "500" as 
named by the Sunday Times, 
Jews are 10 percent of the to
tal. The figures produced by 
the paper state tha* more 
than 50 Jews account for a 
combined wealth of £5.3 bil
lion.

At the very top is a figure 
not too well known in the 
American Jewish community, 
but a factor in Europe and 
also in Israel, Hungarian- 
born George Soros, who ac
counts for £633 million of the 
Jewish total.

Others are David Lewis, 
Stephen Rubin, Sir Evelyn de 
Rothschild, Lord Roth
schild, Alan Sr.f»r, Leon 
Tamman, Andrew Cohen, Sir 
Geoffrey Leigh, Leslie Sil
ver, Arnolf Ziff, Sami and 
David Shamoon, Sir Leslie 
and Lady Porter, and 
Michael Winner.

Hebron Yeshiva Knesset Israel in Jerusalem 
Givat Mordechai

The American Friends of Hebron Yeshiva 
in the USA

mourn the passing of a devoted friend, an 
esteemed and leading rabbi and a Jew of 

stature, the late
Rabbi Seymour Weller, z’l

Little Rock, Ark.
Our condolences to his wife, Vera and to his 

children.
May your good family never know of 

any more sorrow
.o’V&n’i TV's Tina oanit onj’ tnpon 

Rabbi Isaac Hebroni, President

LaRouchers demonstrate, 
but no one was watching

LOS ANGELES — The followers of Lyndon LaRouche, who 
has just been released from prison for conviction of taking 
funds from "frail widows and widowers" to finance his cult, 
failed to realize they gave Herb Brin and his Heritage chain 
of Jewish newspapers valuable publicity when they picketed 
his offices here.

The demonstrators used bull horns to express their views 
about Mr. Brin, charging that he was a Nazi and that he and 
Henry Kissinger, with the blessing of the Queen of England, 
were making a killing in "West Bank real estate."

The LaRouchers were more inclusive than merely Mr. Brin. 
Their signs urged also "Bust the ADL — Shut Down Dope, 
Inc."

The demonstrators were not too successful and were able to 
pass out only one handbill, which Heritage reported 
promptly was relegated to Vermont Street.

Evidently with advance knowledge of the picketing, some 
of whose members were Jewish according to Heritage, a 
University of Southern California historian was on hand to 
tell them that it was LaRouche who made a deal with the 
the anti-Semite, Willis Carto, to deny the Holocaust.

Taking part in the demonstration were the LaRouche 
candidates for governor, senator and superintendent of public 
instruction.

As the tableau was about to disperse, Irv Rubin showed up 
with his own electric bullhorn. A few blasts and the 
demonstrators dispersed.

Newspapers and tv had been alerted by the LaRouchers, 
but recognizing that this was a publicity stunt, sent no 
reporters.

Slowly, slowly moving 
to a peace agreement

The simplest way to bring readers up-to-date on what is 
happening as for as the peace process in Israel is to quote from 
headlines as follow from the daily press.

The New York Times of Monday reports two news stories on 
the question, both on page three. The banner across the page 
stated: "Rabin's Troubles: They May Affect Peace Talks". 
The second story on the page reads, "Christopher Begins 
Journey to Promote Mideast Peace."

Then a news story in the Indianapolis Star is headed, 
"Israel says Dismantling Settlements, Ceding Land Are Keys 
to Lasting Peace."

What is going on then are the peace talks which are near
ing successful completion, while attention now is being di
verted to a similar conclusion with Syria, the toughest prob
lem of all.

However, it is the dismantling of the settlements in the 
West Bank which is causing most of the hand-rending. While 
the Israel-PLO peace deal does not call for the removal of 
any of the settlements, Agriculture Minister Yaacov Tsur told 
the Associated Press that Israel will have to dismantle Jew
ish settlements in the occupied territories. As for peace with 
Syria, there too Israel will depart from most of the Golan, 
although the English language suffers badly as both sides try 
to state what could happen without committing themselves. 
It is clear that Israel will require UN supervision over the 
Golan for a period of years, but it is just as clear that Rabin's 
goal is a solid peace with Syria.

In both West Bank and the territories, Rabin will require 
considerable good luck if he is to emerge unscathed as Israel 
retreafs to her "green line" which is prior to the land she oc
cupied as the result of the wars waged against her.

Christopher is said to carry with him proposals for con
sideration by President Hafez Assad of Syria. Syria, Jordan 
and Israel are to resume talks in Washington next month. He 
hopes to be able to witness the signing ceremony for the 
agreement with the PLO on Jericho and the Gaza Strip, 
which is believed to be near agreement by the two parties.

As to the water supply for Jericho and Gaza the Palestini
ans will be supplied by Israel's national water company, 
Mekorot, for which they will pay, meanwhile agreeing to 
cooperate in safeguarding water resources in the region.
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Talmud sex story gets big headlines
By RABBI ELLIOT B. GERTEL

Throughout the Middle 
Ages, beginning in 1244, the 
Talmud was burned by the 
Church, which called it vul
gar, lewd and anti-Christian.

And in 1993, the Talmud 
was declared "politically in
correct," an instrument of sex
ual harassment — an incident 
currently making headlines in 
a metropolitan daily paper.

It all started in Hyde Park, 
Chicago's university and 
seminary neighborhood. The 
story was in the March 24 edi
tion of the Chicago Sun-Times. 
With all the pressing news in 
the world, the Sun-Times 
chose this headline: "Unholy 
War Over Sex Harassment." 
Running down the left col
umn of the newspaper, in rela
tively large print, we read: 
"One night in 1992, Professor 
Grayden Snyder of Chicago 
Theological Seminary told his 
religion class a story from the 
Talmud, the Jewish book of 
laws. Snyder says he used the 
story, a hypothetical tale of a 
man and a woman acciden
tally having sex, to address the 
question of intent to sin. But a 
female student complained 
that his telling of the story was 
sexual harassment. The school 
agreed and disciplined 
Snyder. Now he's taking the 
case to court."

The Sun-Times story went 
on to say that Snyder has been 
using the Talmudical anec
dote for 34 years, and that the 
63-year-old professor was, as 
a result of one student's com
plaint, required to undergo 
psychological testing, take 
workshops in sexual harass
ment, and other restrictions. 
He insists that he did not tell a 
dirty story or make sexual 
advances but simply told "a 
story illustrating the Bible 
from the field of Judaism at the
time."

The reporter for the Sun- 
Times, Adrienne Drell, whose 
story was appropriately for
matted on the front page in 
Medieval gothic, cited the 
story from the Talmud,

quoted the exact reference. 
Baba Kamma, page 27A, and 
implied in her article that the 
passage itself is racy enough 
to have provoked contro
versy.

The reporter was correct 
that the Talmud is "the Jewish 
book of laws." But it is much 
more than that. In our tradi
tion, it is the Oral Torah, with
out which the Written Torah 
cannot be understood.

While it is important to the 
Jewish community that a mat
ter involving our sacred litera
ture be made known to us, one 
must ask whether the reporter 
has had something to do with 
making the Talmudic story 
the focus of the discussion.

Or was it the professor who 
threw the Talmud to the 
wolves, or to the flames? Had

diversionary classroom hu
mor, or off-color entertain
ment.

And what about Chicago 
Theological Seminary? Do we 
have here a case of overriding 
concern for "political correct
ness" leading to the wholesale 
slander of the sacred book of 
another faith, the book that the 
church has always liked to see 
burnt, anyway? The Talmud 
isn't only a collection of Jewish 
laws. To the Orthodox and to 
many Conservative Jews, it is 
a Divine revelation on a par 
with the Torah itself. To Re
form and Reconstructionist 
Jews it is the repository of the 
classical Jewish view of life, 
people, God, as developed in 
the most important period in 
the formulation of Judaism as 
we know it. Did anyone at

While it is important to the Jewish 
community that a matter involving our 
sacred literature be made known to us, 
one must ask whether the reporter has 
had something to do with making the 
Talmudic story the focus of the discus
sion. Or was it the professor who threw 
the Talmud to the wolves, or to the 
flames? Had he used the story for 34 
years to titillate the students, to get a 
good laugh, at the Talmud's expense?

he used the story for 34 years 
to titillate the students, to get a 
good laugh, at the Talmud's 
expense? Was the Talmud 
used to give a full picture of 
religious thought at the time, 
or to add a little color, maybe 
some off-color?

The professor used the 
story to illustrate kavanah, 
intent. There is much discus
sion in Jewish law on that is
sue. Our tradition deals with 
the subjects of responsibility 
and intent in detailed, bril
liant, sophisticated ways, on a 
par with current psychologi
cal and philosophical inquiry. 
We may never know what the 
professor's intentions were, 
though it might appear to all 
but one student that he meant 
well. Only he will know 
whether he was using the Tal
mud in the name of good 
comparative scholarship, or

Chicago Theological Semi
nary stop to consider that a 
statement should have been 
made extol ling the Talmud for 
what it means to the Jewish 
People and to world litera
ture, with some kind of dis
claimer that it isn't the story on 
trial but the way it was used?

Is there recognition at Chi
cago Theological Seminary, 
and on the part of liberal Prot
estantism in general, that de
spite all the explicit discus
sions, or actually because of 
them, the Talmud created a 
civilization of sexual modesty, 
morality and family purity 
that has been the envy of 
humanity, when Jews took the 
Talmud seriously? Is there 
recognition that when Chris
tians have respected the Tal
mud, such as the Christian 
scholars who have shown the 
unfairness and prejudice of

New Testament writtio .vhen 
talking about our rabbis and 
Pharisee teachers, that a pre
cious source of morality and 
spiritual insight comes to the 
fore?

Did this liberal Protestant 
seminary throw our sacred 
Talmud into the flames, doing 
by worshipping political cor
rectness what the Medieval 
Church did?

What about the student 
who brought the complaint? 
Was there any prejudice 
against those "old patriarchal 
rabbis" on her part that might 
have politicized this matter? 
WTiat about her suitability for 
the ministry? Aren't there 
times when, out of concern for 
another faith, one must choose 
one's battles carefully so as 
not to cast aspersions on an
other religion, especially 
given all the historical associa
tions here? Had she not been 
offended before or since? And 
if it is the Talmud that offends 
her, can she represent her 
church without prejudices in 
an interfaith climate? A staff 
member at Chicago Theologi

cal Seminary once bragged to 
me that a certain faculty 
member is their person who 
handles Jewish-Christian dia
logue. Is that such a special
ized and esoteric field that it is 
not the concern of every fac
ulty member and graduated 
minister?

Am I bringing up medieval 
associations that should be 
forgotten, finding anti-Semi
tism — or at least anti-Tal
mudism — where it doesn't 
exist, d redging up old associa
tions long after new associa
tions have taken hold?

I don't think so. And one 
piece of evidence I did spot 
while snooping around the 
Seminary library convinced 
me. In the library on the return 
cart were the two volumes of 
the Soncino translation of 
Baba Kamma in the Babylo
nian Talmud, the text where 
that story is from. So the issue 
may well become the Talmud 
after all. It would certainly 
become convenient for all 
sides in a trial if it were.

Wait and see.

Mandela welcomes support of Jews

JOHANNESBURG — 
Nelson Mandela who is ex
pected to be sworn in as South 
Africa's first black president 
said his party will need the 
Jewish community's support 
to help create a better nation. 
He said he is not asking Jew
ish organizations to directly 
support the ANC, but there 
are many influential Jewish 
business people who have an 
important contribution to

make in the partnership be
tween the private sector and 
the government. He added 
that "We believe that the 
Jewish community, which 
suffered so much under racism 
and who have a proud his
tory of resistance and 
humanitarianism, will con
tinue to provide their support 
to a non-racial and demo
cratic dispensation in South 
Africa."

Rabbi Moses Rosen suffers 2 strokes
BUCHAREST — The one spiritual leader is partially 

European rabbi who served paralyzed on his left side. It 
during World War II and was was his high status that en- 
a member of the Romanian abled nearly the entire 
parliament, Chief Rabbi 400,000 Jews in postwar Ru- 
Moses Rosen has suffered two mania to emigrate to Israel, 
strokes and the 81-year-old

Jews said control Hungary’s press
BUDAPEST — Jews were 

called on to "relieve the na
tion of the 50-year-old 
charge of collective guilt” by 
Hungary's right-wing ex
tremist Istvan Csurka, who 
noted that the Hungarian 
government had duly paid 
respect to the victims of 
Nazism and made amends "in

the name of Hungarians."
He wrote in an essay pub

lished in the far-right 
weekly, Magyar Forum, not
ing the 50th anniversary of 
the Nazi occupation of Hun
gary, that Hungarians were 
in a state of fear because of 
"extremist" Jewish control of 
the media.
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Your Name
By David L. Gold 
Installment No. 213
Copyright 1994, David L. Gold

"Your Name" is conducted by David L Gold, founder and director 
of the Jewish Family Name File, who won the 1997 Directors' Award 
of the Federation of Genealogical Societies "for distinguished public 
service in support of genealogy " Queries should include a list of all 
known spellings of the name (in whatever language or alphabet), an 
indication of the specific place for which each of them is known, any 
family tradition concerning the origin or meaning of the name, and 
anything else that might help to elucidate it. When indicating places, 
try to be specific (for example, Minsk rather than Russia) and try to give 
both the Jewish and non-Jewish names of the place (for example, Yiddish 
Tsoyzmer/Polish Sandomierz). Almost all queries will be answered in 
this column. Address inquiries to David L. Gold, The Jewish Post and 
Opinion, 2120N. Meridian St., Indianapolis, IN 46202. Please include 
LSASE (52t postage).

Relatives sought
Rawna Sheri Romero (767 Spruce St., San Francisco, CA 

94118) writes: "I would appreciate your help in reconstructing 
my family history, made difficult by the fact that two adoptions 
have deprived me of any significant information about my 
biological relatives.

I have reason to believe that my biological maternal grand
mother was named Edna Harriman (or possibly Herremanrt) 
and that she arrived in the United States in the 1930s from 
Germany. On 4 April 1936 she gave birth to my biological 
mother, Donna Mae, in Rapid, City, SD (during her pregnancy 
she was living at the Behrends Home for Unwed Mothers, in that 
city). Not being married and being quite young at the time (18 to 
20,1 suppose), my grandmother gave Donna Mae up for adop
tion.

Afterwards she continued to live in Rapid City, where she 
worked as a maid. It is possible that she was a Jew. My father, 
Jack Edelstein, born in the 1930s (probably between 1934 and 
1937), was an Orthodox Jew, of Western Ashkenazic origin, who 
atone time was living in southern California (1956-1957), possi
bly while on military duty there. His parents came to the United 
States from Germany in the 1930s and lived in Florida, where he 
returned after his stay in California. He may have had a female 
relative (mother? sister? cousin? aunt?) named Rana? or Rona? 
or Rhoda?, for whom I am named.

I am now considering converting to Judaism (or reclaiming a 
Jewish heritage lost) and would therefore appreciate hearing 
from anyone who can supply any information whatsoever about 
my biological parents or their relatives."

Rosner
Miriam K. Feldman (2825 Sunset Blvd., Minneapolis, MI 

55416) asks for the origin of the family name Rosner. This name 
has various meanings:

(1) If Rosner is a non-German respelling of Rosner (a name 
borne by both Jews and non-Jews), it means "native and/or 
resident of any of a number of places in Silesia (now part of 
Poland), Upper Lusatia (now part of Germany), Bohemia (now 
part of the Czech Republic), Moravia (now part of the Czech 
Republic), or Slovakia called Rosenau, Rosna, Rossen, or 
Rossen in German" (for example, Rosenau is the German name 
of the town in Slovakia about 50 kilometers westsouthwest of 
Kosice called Roznava in Slovak).

(2) If Rosner is a non-German respelling of RoBner or 
RoBner, it contains German RoB "horse" and was acquired by 
a horsedealer, a groom, or the driver of a horsedrawn vehicle.

In any case, the name is of German origin, it was thus acquired 
in some country where German was official, and its present form 
is a respelling of some earlier form. Only genealogical research 
could determine which of the meanings is applicable to M.K.F.'s 
token of the name.

Singer’s steamy shtetl story
By IRENE BACKALENICK

The remarkable fact of 
Isaac Bashevis Singer's stories 
is the depth of humanity they 
reveal. We may have thought 
that our Eastern European

forebears lived quiet lives in 
the shtetls, that nothing ever 
happened. Not so! At least, 
not according to Singer.

We may have thought that 
time passed in grinding pov
erty and religious observance, 
that the men with their stud ies 
and the women in the kitchen 
shared staid, stodgy lives. But 
Singer tells a different tale, a 
tale of life seething beneath 
the surface. His stories teem 
with human emotions — 
wide-ranging, colorful and 
impassioned — no less so 
because of the limited shtetl 
world.

And now, to set us right, 
we have Singer's "Teibele and 
Her Demon" playing off- 
Broadway at the Jewish Rep
ertory Theatre. There are, in 
fact, remarkable doings in the 
village of Frampol, where 
Teibele lives. This little drama, 
so typical of Singer tales, is 
loaded with lust, yearning, 
fear, remorse. Originally a 
short story, it has been 
adapted for the stage by 
Singer with Eve Friedman.

What's going on in Fram
pol? Teibele, a beautiful 
woman in her 30s, is an aguna, 
abandoned by her husband 
and left in marital limbo, 
unable to divorce or remarry. 
Alchonon, a shabby scholar 
who studies the Cabbalah, 
loves her from afar. When he 
discovers she believes in 
demons (and all the supersti
tious claptrap of Jewish folk
lore), he hits upon a diabolic 
way to seduce her. Pretending 
he is the demon Hurmizah, 
"ruler over darkness, rain, 
hail, thunder and wild 
beasts," he comes to her in the 
night. Thrilling Teibele with 
wild tales, he wins over her 
body and mind. Marriage, her 
prior marriage to Moishe 
Mattis, was never like this.

Meanwhile, she has noth-

(1-r) David Bishins, Liz Larsen, Betsy Aidem and Steve Mellor in 
a scene from Isaac Bashevis Singer and Eve Friedman's Teibele 
and Her Demon.

ing but contempt for the lowly 
scholar Alchonon, whom she 
never recognizes to be Hurmi
zah. Director Daniel Gerroll 
cleverly uses no disguises for 
Alchonon, but simply has him 
remove his shirt and glasses 
and slip into a new personal
ity. There is much to chew on 
here. Is Singer suggesting the 
woman never really "sees" the 
scholar, the man she sees in 
the village every day? Taken a 
step further, is he suggesting 
that one should look beyond 
the surface, that one should 
see with an inner eye?

Whether one takes 
"Teibele" at face value or ex
plores it for further meaning,

it is an intriguing play — and 
now delightfully staged by 
Gerroll. Performances are top- 
notch by the radiant Betsy 
Aidem as Teibele and Steve 
Mellor as the impassioned 
Alchonon. Their love scenes 
are sizzling. And solid sup
port is forthcoming from Liz 
Larsen and David Bishins as 
their two best friends.

Our only criticism of the 
play itself is the ending, which 
drags on too long, losing the 
story's initial zest and fire. But 
along the way, Singer gives us 
a running commentary on 
19th century Jewish shtetl life, 
with its people and their burn
ing emotions.

Settlers launch two new cities
JERUSALEM — While a mim with 150 homes and the 

number of settlers in the West other with 50 houses at 
Bank have indicated their Barkan. Attending the inau- 
willingness to leave the area gural ceremonies at both lo- 
providing they are compen- cations was Likud Party 
sated, two new communities chairman Benjamin Ne- 
have been launched in tanyahu.
Samaria, one named Kedu-

Hitler’s birthday: only a few attend
MOSCOW — They could of the city, chanting anti

manage only to scrounge up 15 Semitic slogans. The March 
demonstrators and the Rus- ended near the Red Square 
sian neo-Nazis marked with a handful of police ob- 
Hitler's 105th birthday by serving their tactics but not 
marching through the center intervening.

Pulpit changes

Rabbi Deborah Bronstein has been elected to fill the pul
pit of Congregation Har Hashem, Boulder, Colo as Rabbi 
Herbert Rose has announced his retirement...Rabbi Norman 
Hirsch has announced his retirement as spiritual leader of 
Temple Beth Am, Seattle, after 33 years in the pulpit...Rabbi 
Martin Berman, Southfield, Mich., has been elected to the 
pulpit of Congregation Shaaar Shalom, Toronto...Rabbi 
Barry Dov Lemer will be installed in the pulpit of the 
Emanu-el Jewish Center, Mt. Vernon, N.Y. this Sunday.



'Bosnia first, then Israel
By JIM SHIPLEY

America is weary of saber 
tattling, weary of confronta- 
|tion, weary of solving other 

eople's problems. A simple 
fcurgical military strike might

be acceptable, but the problem 
is we seem to either be too 
tentative about it or mess it up 
and commit butchery.

We went into Grenada for 
one reason and one reason 
only. The Reagan administra
tion had screwed up royally in 
Lebanon. 219 Marines paid 
the price. But, fully knowl
edgeable about the American 
attention span, Reagan went 
on television two days later to 
state we were about to save 
this strategically important 
Caribbean Island which was 
never heard from before (or 
since).

It took us four days to sub
due 50 Cuban laborers. We 
couldn't find 200 American 
medical students (who didn't 
know they were in danger) 
and the only losses we suf
fered were from military 
screw ups of our own. Some 
victory.

Then "General" Bush took 
on Panama. He sent the 82nd 
Airborne to kidnap the head 
of state of a friendly nation. A 
head of state who we paid, 
supported and allowed to run 
a huge drug ring. We killed 
hundreds of civilians, sub
dued our prey through rock 
and roll and left the country, 
like Grenada, to rot after our 
leave-taking.

Bush also got us into 
Somalia. Do you suppose he 
did that just to spite Clinton, 
knowing Clinton would have 
to clean up the mess? We left 
there and while we postponed 
disaster for a year (at a cost of 
over a hundred American 
lives), it will come, for nothing 
has changed. Nothing.

So, we have a right to be 
weary.; Along comes Bosnia 
and we turn over our sover
eignty to the UN. The UN 
devises a strategy that cannot 
work. Rather than defeat the 
aggressqr, they only antago

nize him. Every time the Serbs 
call the bluff of the UN com
mander, the UN backs down. 
And it looks like we back 
down right along with him.

The President of the United 
States goes on television and 
states that "we are not trying 
to determine the outcome of 
this war." Oh, O.K. — the 
Serbs just got a green light. 
The real problem is that we 
have no foreign policy. The 
simplicity of anti-Commu- 
nism has been replaced with 
aimless drifting. With strong 
economic desires and ever 
quieter "human rights" con
cerns.

One cannot help but won
der what would happen if 
indeed the Arabs sign off on a 
piece of paper and Israel de
pends upon the United States 
and the UN to guarantee the 
peace. When the shooting 
starts in earnest as it did in 
what was once Yugoslavia, 
will the U.S. step in? Will one 
American life be offered to 
save a Jewish State?

But wait, you say — Israel 
is not Bosnia! Look at the Air 
Force! Look at the I.D.F. O.K. 
— Look at 1973. Israel won, 
but at what cost? Could Israel 
win the next one? Probably. 
But with a shrunken set of 
borders, with less maneuver
ing room, with shoulder held 
missiles able to knock out the 
penthouse of the Tel Aviv 
Hilton, the victory would be 
bloody, mean and inconclu-

By JACK FISCHEL
The theory of fascism is not 

necessarily anti-Semitic as 
evidenced by the relatively 
large number of Jews who 
were members of Italy's Fas

cist Party. This fact and many 
other aspects of fascism are 
discussed in a fascinating new 
book published by Princeton 
University Press, The Birth of 
Fascist Ideology: From Cultural 
Rebellion to Political Revolution, 
by Zeev Stemhell with Mario

sive. Who can really "guaran
tee" a peace? Only the partici
pants on both sides. Specifi
cally at this time in history.

When you sit down to ne
gotiate, you must deal with 
the realities on the ground. 
Arafat cannot roundly con
demn the random acts of ter
ror by Hamas. Hamas is a 
quiet partner in his overall 
scheme. He may not even like 
it, but he is in no position to get 
rid of them. Should Israel turn 
over even Jericho and Gaza to 
the PLO, a Somalia like disas
ter would be right behind. He 
is less organized than the war 
lords of Africa.

And can't you just see Bill 
Clinton ordering U.S. troops 
in to keep the peace? And if 
not them, who? The Norwe
gians? The Fijis? Wonder if 
they would be as effective as 
they have been in Lebanon?

Peace is to be desired. 
Peace is to be worked for. But 
do not count on the United 
States to see it through. We can 
shake fingers, we can throw 
up economic barriers — as 
long as those against whom 
we act are not a big part of our 
overall economic plans. Ask 
the Bosnian Muslims: What 
makes you different than 
those in Kuwait?They already 
know the answer. And they 
can empathize with Israel, 
who also has no oil.

James Shipley may be reached 
at 283 W. Lake Faith Dr., Mait
land, FL 32751

Sznajder. (This month, 
$29.95).

More on fascism and, in 
particular, the evolution of 
Italian anti-Semitism is in
cluded in Mussolini's Empire. 
The rise and Fall of the Fascist 
Vision, by Edwin P. Hoyt. 
(Wiley, March, $24.95).

Free love, paranormal phe
nomena and the Holocaust are 
among the themes dealt with 
in the late Isaac Bashevis 
Singer's novel, Meshuga, 
translated by the author and 
Nili Wachtel. The novel's title 
evokes Singer's pessimistic 
vision of the world as an in
sane asylum. (Farrar, Straus 
and Giroux, April, $22).

One of Israel's great novel
ists is the subject of a new book 
of criticism. Aharon Appelfeld: 

Continued on page 12
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FlIshman's Flight

Let’s test the Arabs
By ALFRED FLEISHMAN

I am now doing the same 
th ing for some of Prof. Shlorno 
Avineri's remarks in rebuttal 
and answers to some ques
tions at the same meeting as

we did last week for Moshe 
Shamir.

"There is a great fear in 
many people about the pres
ent situation. About Iranian 
fundamentalism. Almost ev
eryone felt about six years ago 
that the Iranian revolution 
would spread all over the 
world. Fundamentalists un
der every bed! They were re
ally worried about Iranian 
fundamentalism. However, 
that has not been a great suc
cess.

"There are also a lot of 
people who think the two 
million Palestinians and PLO 
(in Judea, Samaria and Gaza) 
will disappear. But I know 
what will come in the PLO's 
place. Hamas!

"Let's be realistic. We must 
form other coalitions. And 
some of these coal itions can be 
within surrounding Arab and 
other countries. They all have 
just as much to fear from the 
fundamentalists in Iran. They 
(Iran) are a threat to the entire 
Middle East and all over the 
world (they are a threat to 
Turkey, to Saudi Arabia and 
others). We are not the only 
country that is worried about 
the Iranian world. There are 
some moderate Arab states 
which also think Iran is a 
danger.

"Yes, I would very much 
like to see the PLO renounce 
their covenant against Israel. 
But I believe in reality, it's only 
words. What would some 
people say if the PLO did re
nounce its covenant right 
away? Some people will sim
ply say, 'well, if they re
nounced it, they can start it 
again.'

"But has there been a 
change in the Arab world by 
reality, not by declarations? 
There has been by theiractions 
in the very meetings with Is
rael which they vowed never

to do. Of course we need to 
keep our guard up and we 
will.

"There are some people 
who believe that somehow the 
two million Palestinians will

some
thing about peace. By just not 
being able to meddle any 
longer in the Middle East as 
the Soviet Union did. I wish 
Assad would join the Zionist 
movement! But, that's not 
going to happen. He is negoti
ating on something with Is
rael, but not because he wants 
peace but because he has no 
Soviet umbrella anymore.

"If you look at the treaty we 
made in Oslo, we made con
cessions and so did the Pales
tinians. But you have to judge 
how people behave.

"For the first time in years 
we have heard something 
more from the Palestinians 
than 'let us just eradicate Is
rael.'

"The solution to not mak
ing war, it is not making war!

"Again I say, we must an
swer two questions. Has there 
been a change on the Arab 
side? Has there been a change?

"What didn't we say about 
Sadat when he attacked us on 
Yom Kippur? We labeled him 
as a former collaborator with 
the Nazis, which he was!

"The British put him in jail 
in 1942. How do you judge 
things? By declarations or 
realism?

"Syria says no peace with 
Israel! But there are negotia
tions with Israel in Washing
ton. Again, because they (the 
Syrians) realize they do not 
have the Soviet allies any
more.

"He said never peace with 
Israel. And now he is negotiat
ing a peace of some kind with 
Israel. There is some change, 
you have to admit.

"The PLO also has been 
committed to the destruction

disappear. They won t. 
"Russia is doing

of Israel. But they are now 
passing resolutions calling for 
two states! Somebody who 
says he will never recognize 
Israel is reaching out.

"Do we trust them or don't 
we? I don't know. You have to 
judge the way people behave. 
Are they doing this because it 
means they love us? No! They 
are not making war and he 
(Assad) is not making love.

"What is the alternative to
Continued on page 14
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Dr. Nordecai Kaplan's
tenth yahneit - 

a personal tribute
his past November marked the 10th Yahrzeit of the passing of 
Mordecai Menachem Kaplan, rabbi, teacher, philosopher, 
scholar, and author.

Without question, Mordecai Kaplan was the foremost 
thinker of 20th Century American Jewry who influenced and 
inspired every facet of Jewish life. His contributions of Jewish 
thought as well as his activism on the American Jewish scene 
earned for him a special place in the pantheon of those who 
have had a profound impact upon several generations of 
American Jews. Scholars as well as former students have 
analyzed his monumental contributions of thought that are 
to be found in such major works as Judaism as a Civilization; 
TheFutureof the American Jew; ANew Zionism; Judaism Without 
Supernaturalism; The Greater Judaism in the Making; and The 
Religion of Ethical Nationhood. Indeed in all of these works as 
well as others, Kaplan as it has been pointed out many times, 
made clear the American Spirit in philosophy and theology 
and offered renewed meaning and dynamism in Jewish 
thought.

And yet much, if not most of what has been written across the years are critiques, pro and 
con of his thinking. Few books have appeared about the personality of the man, (with the 
exception of Prof. Mel Schult's recent book) few essays or articles are to be found of an 
anecdotal nature describing the man himself and his personality, and the power of his 
intellect that influenced hundreds of his students and thousands of American Jews.

Among the hundreds of students, I was one who was privileged to have Dr. Kaplan as a 
teacher of Midrash, homiletics and philosophy of religion over a four-year period at the 
Jewish Theological Seminary. lobe sure there are many interesting experiences that I would 
like to share, offering a vivid picture of Kaplan the man, the teacher, the friend, and the all- 
embracing influence. I hope to do so in a future personal memoir/tribute. However, in this 
evaluation, I would like to relate how Mordecai Kaplan changed the course of my life. In fact, 
while his impact on the destiny of my rabbinic career was indirect, yet he unknowingly 
opened for me unexpected vistas and new horizons. Herein lies a fascinating tale of
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American Jewish history.
The year was 1951. Mordecai Kaplan was celebrating his 70th 

birthday. The Jewish Theological Seminary where Dr. Kaplan 
began teaching in 1909, decided to arrange a festive celebration 
marking this milestone. Invited to the event were leaders of Ameri
can Jewry, leading lights of the intellectual world — philosophers, 
theologians, professors, and writers. All the leading members of the 
faculties of the surrounding institutions of Momingside Heights 
were to be represented. In addition other institutions of higher 
learning were invited to send their leading academicians It was to 
be an assembly of the elite, the who's who of the intellectual world.

The speaking program for the celebration was arranged by the 
seminary administration, which at the time was headed by the late 
Chancellor Dr. Louis Finkelstein. In addition to the participation of 
professors, scholars, members of the seminary faculty and others, 
the program planners deemed it appropriate to include greetings 
from a member of the student body of the rabbinical school. As I 
later learned, this proposed invitation caused the seminary leader
ship grave concern. The administration, to be sure, was aware that 
Kaplan was viewed as a controversial figure by virtue of his thought 
provoking innovations and interpretations of Jewish theology and 
Jewish tradition. Therefore, the concern was what will the student 
say? Will he attack Kaplan's theories? Will he criticize the admini
stration and hold them responsible for the schism that always 
existed? In short, will the speechbe a source of embarrassment to the 
Seminary in the presence of such a stellar assemblage? And yet, 
despite these hesitations, the seminary leadership decided that in 
celebrating Kaplan's 70th birthday, it was a must that there be 
greetings from one of its students.

Thus the process began. They first invited the president of the 
student body to be a part of the program. Since this celebration was 
planned for early June which was after the conclusion of the 
rabbinical school semester, the president declined because he was 
expected home. They turned them to the vice president who also 
declined for personal reasons. The administration then contacted 
the secretary of the student body, a position that I held, inviting me 
to participate.

In spite of the fact that I realized the great responsibility, coupled 
with an awareness of who were probably going to be present at the 
celebration, I accepted immediately even though as I did I thought 
of the admonition — "Fools walk in where angels fear to tread." As 
an aside, it is interesting to relate that the student who was the 
treasurer, the next in line for the invitation, tried to get me to decline. 
He approached me several times with the observation — "Do you 
realize who is going to be at this event? You don't want to do it. Let 
me do it." I stood up to his pressure and declined his "kind" offer. 
This was my first introduction into the rivalry that always existed 
among some of the clergy.

Now as soon as I accepted to speak, the administration began to 
contact me not once but several times a week asking me to show 
them the speech that I planned to deliver. Their request was: "let us 
review it together." To which they added —' It cannot be more than 
three minutes." Frankly, I was somewhat surprised by this pressure 
and the brief time allotment. But I soon began to better understand 
what I commented upon earlier, namely; the seminary was deeply 
worried lest a controversial note be struck during the evening's 
festivities. Even though I kept saying "no review" they still kept up 
their calling me. Finally, I said to the Vice Chancellor; "I have no 
intention of sharing my talk with you and please stop the barrage of 
telephone calls." I then went on to state that "I am a responsible 
individual and in spite of your apprehensions, I will not embarrass 
you." The only assurance I gave them was that my greeting would 
be limited to three minutes, even though I said to myself, I am no

Abraham Lincoln.
It seems that the combination of my determination not to submit 

the speech for their approval coupled with my response of my sense 
of responsibility finally calmed them and they backed off and did 
not press me further.

The night of the celebration finally arrived. I walked into the 
dining hall at the Seminary, the setting for the celebration and began 
to look around. My initial apprehension increased a hundredfold 
when I saw who was in attendance. I said to myself — I prepared a 
brief and sincere tribute to my professor. Will it go over with such 
an illustrious group? Moreover, it has to be so brief! Will I represent 
my fellow students and the Seminary faculty that will bring them a 
sense of pride?

All this kept running through my mind and my trepidation 
became greater and greater as I moved about the distinguished 
audience. After a brief social hour, the attendees were called to 
order and the event began. I surmised that there would be a long list 
of speakers and that my turn would come somewhere in the middle 
or toward the end of the program. The toastmaster was Dr. Louis 
Finkelstein. He arose, offered a few touching words of introductory 
tribute of Kaplan and the nature of the evening, and then to my utter 
amazement, he called on me as the first speaker. I was literally 
flabbergasted.

As I arose, I asked myself — why was I selected to open the 
festivities? But then I realized that since they did not know what I 
was going to say, the arrangement committee must have decided to 
get me out of the way at the very beginning, so that if I became 
controversial, it would be forgotten in the course of the evening. 
Here then, in effect, is what I said on that historic night in 1951:

"Tonight I stand before you representing one link in a chain of 
students that goes back to the year 1909, bringing greetings to our 
beloved professor on behalf of the present student body of the 
rabbinical school, those of us who have had the rare privilege of 
sitting at his feet. You may ask, what is it that makes Dr. Kaplan so 
revered by his students? My answer is that there are three crowns 
of distinction that we, his students, always associate with Professor 
Kaplan. The first is the crown of teacher. As a teacher, he has no 
equal. Dr. Kaplan brings freshness, vigor, and vitality to his subject 
matter. He approaches the given subject not only with intellectual 
honesty, but also with love and devotion. And it is this love and 
devotion to and for our heritage that he radiates and inspires in all 
of us.

His second crown of distinction is that of guide. Many of us 
attended his classes unconcerned and unknowing about existing 
theological and philosophical problems, satisfied with our child
hood and adolescent notions, complacent in our views of long 
standing. It was Dr. Kaplan who awakened us to the problems of 
our times, challenged us and, always provoked us. In a word, he 
made us think.

And finally, the third crown of distinction is the crown of friend. 
He has not only been a nueh doraish but also a nueh m'kayaim. His 
personality, his character, his warmth, his saintliness, his respect for 
the opinions of others, and his love for his fellow human beings 
endeared him to all of us. As a result, we came to him not only with 
theological problems but also with personal ones. We found him 
ever patient in listening to our views, ever ready to give unstintingly 
of his knowledge and experience. He was always a wise counselor 
and a most unusual friend.

Professor Kaplan, happy 70th birthday. We wish you more years 
of creativity, of writing, preaching, teaching and most importantly 
of being a guide to the perplexed and to the unperplexed."

I sat down and I think I heard sustained applause. But what I did 
Continued on page 14



NAT 10 April 27,1994

Digest of the Yiddish Press Yaacov's World

The young suitor
By RABBI SAMUEL SILVER

•In keeping with a Talmu
dic dictum. Rabbi David Hol
lander begins each of his 
homilies with an amusing 
story. In his Forward treatment

of the sedra, he recently re
peated a rib-smacker. It's the 
one about the poor young fel
low who asked a rich man to 
allow him to marry his 
daughter. Said the older man, 
"My daughter is accustomed 
to fine clothes." Said suitor, 
"God will provide." Told that 
the daughter is also used to 
good living and frequent trav
els, the young man repeated, 
"God will provide."

Later the man said to his 
daughter, "I like that fellow." 
Asked why, he said: "Because 
he thinks I'm God." Hollander 
tied this story to the narrative 
in Leviticus telling about the 
"strange fire" that felled two 
young priests. What was their 
fault? According to the com
mentaries, they thought they 
were so godlike that they 
could make offerings which, 
according to the text, "the 
Lord had not commanded."

Oldest ad

Mendele

The most modem form of

Misconceptions

Not same as born-Jew
By RABBI REUVEN BULKA

Misconception: Convert is 
not same as a born Jew.

Once a person joins the 
ranks of the Jewish commu
nity, that person is fully Jew
ish. One is not allowed to pejo
ratively remind the individual 
of his or her non-Jewish roots.

The legal status of a con
vert is the same as that of a 
bom Jew. Were this not the 
case, we would have difficulty 
thinking of King David as be
longing to our ancestral tradi
tion, nor could we readily 
accept luminaries such as

A farm was my classroom

communication these days is 
E-mail, a computerized way 
of exchanging ideas and 
thoughts. Readers of the 
Forward column, "In the 
World of Yiddish," were in
formed that there's now an e- 
mail network dealing with 
Yiddish. It's called Mendele, 
according to Prof. Yakira 
Frank, of Stamford, Conn., 
who writes that topics re
cently touched upon in the 
network include: What was 
your favorite Purim song? 
What's the best recipe for 
matzah brei? Where did 
Ashkenazi Jews originate? 
The originator of Mendele 
was Prof. Noah Miller, who 
taught sociology in some col
lege not indicated in the ar
ticle. How one gets hooked up 
to Mendele is also not indi
cated.

By YAACOV LURIA
Sex and family life weren't 

in the school curriculum when
I was a kid. I learned a lot from 
watching animals.

When I was a boy of seven.

-

What must be the longest 
running ad in a Yiddish paper 
is that of Field's, which calls 
itself the "world's largest 
marriage bureau." Located in 
Manhattan, Field's ad says, 
among other things, "We 
make arrangements for your 
sons and daughters without 
their knowledge" and it offers 
a free booklet, "How to Find 
Happiness." It's open seven 
days a week: 212-391-2233. 
(The Fonoard)

Rabbi Sam Silver may be 
reached at Temple Sinai, 2475 W. 
Atlantic Ave., Delray Beach FL 
33445

I spent time on a Catskill farm 
where 1 became fond of a little 
calf. One morning a butcher 
lugged the calf off to the 
slaughterhouse.

The mother cow bellowed 
all that day and the next. I kept 
pestering the farmer with 
questions. He told me that, 
with the calf out of the way, 
there would be a couple of 
quarts of milk exclusively for 
his benefit.

"How'd you like it if you 
were a cow?" I blurted out. He

Onkelos, Rabbi Akiva, and 
Rabbi Meir, among others.

Obviously this is an ab
surdity, because these indi
viduals figure prominently in 
the unfolding of Jewish des
tiny. One hardly remembers 
their original roots, if, indeed, 
one thinks about it at all.

If that process of integra
tion and acceptance was pos
sible in previous generations, 
it certainly is possible today. 
More than just being possible, 
it is desirable.

husbands and, laughing rau
cously, cheered the bull on. I 
didn't understand why the 
women were splitting their 
petticoats, but the experience 
wasn't altogether lost on me. It 
was better than sitting in a 
classroom for a dull arithmetic 
lesson.

With artificial insemina
tion the order of the day, even

farm kids are being culturally 
deprived. And Hillary 
Rodham Clinton hasn't even 
hinted whether selective 
breeding of humans will be 
part of the new health plan. I 
shudder.

Yaacov Luria may be reached 
at 17637 Pomerado Rd., Apt. 
227, San Diego, CA 92128.

Portion of the Week

Judaism devoted to life

answered me that the cow was 
a dumb animal. A lot he knew!

So much for cows and 
calves. Now for bulls. I re
member myself as a 12-year- 
old stumbling frantically 
across a swamp-pocked 
meadow to escape from one. 
At the moment the bull was 
contentedly eating fallen 
apples, but I had on a faded 
old red wool sweater and I 
knew 1 was in danger.

Once I had gotten over a 
fence and could look at my 
enemy in tranquility, I was 
surprised how mild the bull 
was. His owner was atop a 
hay-cutting machine being 
pulled by horses on the other 
side of the road at the time. I 
asked the farmer if he had ever 
tried cutting hay with the bull. 
He laughed and said there 
were people like bulls. Good 
for nothing except romance.

I wasn't sure what the 
farmer meant, but I learned a 
few days later. I asked a bunch 
of summer renters, mostly 
women, where they were 
running to. They told me to 
follow them and I would see a 
hell of a show. I did.

In a nearby pasture, a bull 
and a cow were doing what 
came naturally. The bull was 
impetuous and insistent, the 
cow was either shy, or playing 
hard to get. The onlookers 
compared the bull to their

Leviticus 21:1-24:23
Emor recounts the ritual 

laws that governs priests' 
behavior toward the dead. 
Priests are not to have any 
contact with death. Priests do 
not touch corpses nor can they 
be in the immediate presence 
of the dead. This means that 
priests do not attend funerals, 
go to the cemetery or care for 
the dead. The only exception 
is for their closest relations 
(parents, siblings, wives, chil
dren).

Rabbi Joseph B. So- 
loveitchik teaches That for 
Judaism, the world is the 
scene of a cosmic battle of life 
against death. God creates life 
and loves it. Death is the en
emy, the antithesis of God. 
The Temple, representing 
perfection and the pure pres
ence of God, is totally devoted 
to life. Therefore, no form of 
death can enter the Temple. 
Human beings who come in 
contact with the dead can en
ter into the Temple only after 
they are purified, i.e., they are 
bom again to life.

Judaism is the .religion of 
human partnership with God 
to achieve tikkun olam. Since 
God is completely on the side 
of life, Jews must be totally on 
the side of life. Ideally, every 
act should advance and nur
ture life and/or fight and re
duce death. In this imperfect 
world, Jews compromise with 
death. We live with it, we treat 
its victims, we show honor to

the dead by caring for and 
burying them. But priests are 
people totally dedicated to 
God. They work in the 
Temple, the place dedicated 
totally to God. By shunning 
contact with the dead, priests 
represent the fundamental 
Jewish opposition to death, 
the infinite commitment to 
work hard so life wins.

Why then are priests al
lowed — in fact commanded
— to care and mourn for their 
immediate relatives? To insist 
that they have no contact with 
their loved ones in death 
would be inhuman. Prohibit
ing this care would uphold life 
by overruling the deep natural 
love the priest has for immed i- 
ate family. Principles — even 
noble principles like treasur
ing life—can not be upheld by 
dehumanization, by repudiat
ing loved ones.

The priest represents the 
Jewish ideal of perfection. 
Some day when the world is 
perfect, all Jews will be priests 
to humanity (Exodus 19:6). 
Jews should advance life; ev
ery act, every moment of life 
should be devoted to the liv
ing. But the commitment to 
life must be built on love, 
mutual care and respect for 
family ties that bind and make 
us human. If we abandon 
family or repudiate intimacy
— even for the sake of God or 
to advance life — we serve 
death, not life.

Kfar Habad visits by schools barred
KFAR HABAD — This ing students on visits there 

Lubavitch community has after reports that praise of 
been ruled off limits to the Hebron massacre had 
schools who have been send- J>een heard by them.
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Israel: As I See It Postmark Israel

Independence, then Memorial Day
By SAMSON KRUPNICK

The city of Hedera in cen
tral Israel was lit up and beau
tifully decorated for the cele
bration of Israel's 46th Inde
pendence Day. On the eve of

this anticipated joyous day, on 
Memorial Day for the over 
18,000 fallen in Israel's six 
wars and terror strikes, He
dera was struck by a terror act 
that resulted in 8 killed and 52 
wounded.

The mayor of Hedera de
clared that although some had 
urged cancellation of Inde
pendence Day festivities it 
was our duty to continue with 
our celebrations in defiance of 
the Hamas terrorists whose 
aim was to mar ourenjoyment 
of this event. Four funerals of 
the dead in this terror act were 
held in various parts of the 
country on Independence Day 
with the President, Prime 
Minister and other dignitaries 
in attendance.

The annual changeover 
from deep mourning for 
Israel's fallen on Memorial 
Day to extreme joy on the very 
same even ing has always been 
a trying one to the extent that 
many had urged a change in 
the time of observance of 
Memorial Day. However this 
year with the "normal" sor
rows on Memorial Day and 
the addition of the Hedera 
catastrophe, keeping morale 
up to the point wherein the 
natural exuberance of the 
many joyous festivities would 
be experienced by all on this 
46th Independence Day was 
too much to be expected even 
from Israelis, hardened to set
backs during all the 46 years.

Memorial Day was ob
served with dignity. All the 
important functions were 
held as scheduled. The eve
ning torch lighting ceremony 
at Mount Herzl initiated Inde
pendence Day activities. The 
annual Bible Quiz Contest 
with 50 participants from 24 
countries was televised. This 
year. Dr. Koor, the language 
expert, was the MC, instead of 
the oldtimer Dr. Yosef Burg

who remained as one of the 
judges. Prime Minister Rabin 
presented the prizes. The 
winner was a student in the 
"expendable" Gush Katif 
area. Because of overcast skies 
the Air Force skyshow involv
ing F-15 and Fouga planes 
throughout the country was 
delayed.

The ceremopty of the 
awards of the coveted Israel 
Prizes was held at the Jerusa
lem Theater. Recipients were 
those who had contributed to 
the arts and sciences and the 
public services. Prominent 
among them was the remark
able Yad Sarah organization 
providing free medical equip-

street party. Their floats had 
been rained out on Purim so 
they combined them with 
street dancing on this Inde
pendence Day.

Cookouts and grilling in 
backyards or in the many 
National Park areas were the 
order of the day. However, 
visiting involving traveling 
was at a minimum. We drove 
to Ginot Shomron in Samaria 
and found the traffic to the 
Parks or elsewhere unusually 
light. In Jerusalem's Sacher 
Park many thousands held 
their cookouts. Local muse
ums were well attended.

A most unusual event bor
dering on the spectacular was

However this year with the "nor
mal'' sorrows on Memorial Day and the 
addition of the Hedera catastrophe, 
keeping morale up to the point wherein 
the natural exuberance of the many 
joyous festivities would be experienced 
by all on this 46th Independence Day 
was too much to be expected even from 
Israelis, hardened to setbacks during all 
the 46 years.

ment on a loan basis anywhere 
in Israel. President Weizman 
held a reception for 120 out
standing sold iers of the IDF as 
a tribute to all in the public 
services. Later he hosted a 
reception for the diplomatic 
corps.

Israel Defense Forces 
camps, depots and military 
museums were open to the 
public throughout Israel as in 
past years with families visit
ing in moderate numbers. 
Local communities conducted 
their own celebrations with 
performances in the town 
square or in main thorough
fares. Raanana had a double

the construction of the largest 
national flag ever made of 
350,000 Lego bricks over 14 
feet high and over 20 feet 
wide. President Weizman had 
placed the first Lego brick and 
had contributed 5 shekels to 
the Nitzan organization for 
the Advancement of Children 
and Adults with Learning 
Disabilities. The final brick 
was placed by Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin.

Similar ceremonies will 
continue for the next three 
weeks. Indeed a very novel 
project of fundraising for a 
worthy organization was 
combined with a popular flag

Journalist
Opening as city editor either with our Indiana Jewish 
Post and Opinion in Indianapolis or our Kentucky 
Jewish Post and Opinion in Louisville. Send rdsumd 
to Gabriel Cohen.

National Jewish Post ft Opinion
2120 N. Meridian SL 

Indianapolis, IN 46202

Front row seats at trial
For many weeks Israel has been treated to what everyone 

agrees is the best show in town—the daily telev ised proceed ings 
from the Supreme Court building of the five-judge commission 
investigating the dreadful massacre in Hebron. The parade of 
witnesses — Jews and Arabs — goes on. One Israel channel is 
devoted exclusively to the day-long broadcasts.

The proceedings are conducted in utmost solemnity, and 
with proper courtroom dignity. All five judges, headed by 
Supreme Court Justice MeirShamgar, take part in the interroga
tion, and every possible bit of evidence is extracted from the 
witnesses who have been summoned. Of course there are no 
commercials, but unwittingly a light touch has been introduced 
that has become one of the standing jokes of the country.

The three cameras in the courtroom are so placed that one can 
pan the bench, taking in each of the judges as required. Another 
can provide a broad view, from above, of the whole chamber, 
and the third is fixed in place to focus on the witness in his chair. 
Quite naturally, the latter is the most frequent picture on the 
screen. Quite by chance, the frontal view of the witness also takes 
in three or four of the spectators seated immediately behind him 
and to his right. This fact was not lost upon some people, and 
very early in the proceedings viewers throughout the country 
were treated to two faces which became increasingly familiar as 
they continued to occupy the same crucially placed seats. They 
were none other than the veteran journalist, former ed itor of Ha- 
Olam Hazeh, Uri Avneri, and his wife.

As observers have pointed out, their daily "possession" of 
these valuable seats requires that they rise early, get in line early, 
and make vigorous dash for their places when the doors open. 
They never miss, and they remain all day long. The seats are 
hard. Because of faulty acoustics they do not even hear the 
witness' testimony clearly. They are seated behind them, and 
hence do not get a look at their faces, but as one commentator has 
pointed out, they do not come to see, but to be seen.

There have been occasional scuffles in the rush for the prize 
seats, but Uri Avneri, the maverick leftist and his wife, are 
always there. Not the judges, and not the witnesses, but the 
Avneris are the ones who get maximum exposure at the hear
ings. And the nation laughs.—C.A.

(Editor's note: Read the column stating Mr. Avneri's views in this 
issue by Al Fleishman.)

display at the Tel Aviv Mu
seum. We suggested to the 
organizers of the Gitam Image

Promotion Systems that they 
seek a sponsor for the flag for 

Continued on page 14
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positions open
RABBI — Small Upper Midwest com
munity of 85 Jewish familfes seeks 
moderate, Conservative rabbi for par
tial time position. Beautiful shut Home 
included. Stable town of 50,000. Fine 
place to raise a family. Inquiries and 
resume to Box 6197, The Jewish Post.

positions wanted 
RABBIS/CANTORS — Available. Stu
dents, alumni. High Holiday, year- 
round. Liberal and traditional, ^rad- 
emy for Jewish Religion. (212) 875- 
0540.

CONSERVATIVE RABBI — seeking 
High Holy Days position. Excellent 
speaker. Can also chant service, read 
Torah, blow shofar. Retired. Age 68. 
Excellent health. Box 6198, The Jewish 
Post.

RABBI — Dynamic young Rabbi 
with graduate degrees seeks posi
tion. Traditional, yet innovative. 
Experience in all areas of syna
gogue activity and Jewish educa- 
don. Box 6186, The Jewish Post.
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Social Calendar
By Jean Herschaft

The year was 1967. The place Kutsher's Country Club in 
the Catskills. The event: B'nai Zion's annual convention. That 
fateful four-day weekend is memorable as the Six Days War 
exploded then. And Mel Pamess, executive director, halted 
most sessions and made sure that every room's TV set was in 
proper working condition. All eyes of every delegate were 
literally glued to the sets. He personally was a one-man 
dynamo making sure that not one second was lost to BZ's 
family in the developing Israeli history being made that 
weekend.

The confab itself took second place. We know because we 
were there handling P.R.

We recalled that memorable and intense time as we were 
among the more than 300 guests who came to honor Pamess. 
It was his 30th year BZ anniversary. The place: B'nai Zion's 
home base, the American Israel Friendship House in New 
York City. It was wall to wall members, friends and national 
Jewish and Israeli leaders. It was hosted by Alan G. Hevesi,

(L-r) Alan G. Hevesi, comptroller of New York City, 
national vice president of B’nai Zion; Colette Avital, consul 
general of Israel in New York, and Mel Pamess, executive 
vice president of B’nai Zion.

comptroller of the City of New York, a national vice president 
of the organization, whose grandfather was the chief rabbi of 
Budapest.

Mel received two plaques: one from Hevesi on behalf of 
the City of New York, the other from the organization pre
sented by Rabbi Reuben Katz, president, and Herman Z. 
Quittman, Mel's mentor and predecesor.

Among those who came to laud him on the dais were 
Lester Pollack, chairman of the Presidents Conference; Dr. I. 
Cohen, J.N.F.; Yossi Gulzman, deputy mayor of Haifa. (The 
B'nai Zion Medical Center which it supports is located in the 
heart of Haifa) and Hlen Rubinstein, director of the Ameri
can Zionist Movement.

Close by were Rabbi Israel Miller, vice president of 
Yeshiva U; son Michael Miller, director of JCRC; Kalman 
Sultanik, World Federation of Polish Jews; three former 
presidents of National Hadassah; Bernice Tannenbaum, Ruth 
Popkin and Carmela Kalmanson; Dr. Kalmanson, chair of 
American Jewish League for Israel; Ulana Artman, director of 
American Israel Friendship League; Harry Steinberg, director 
of Writers and Artists for Peace in the Middle East; Louis 
Wieser, chair of Jews in Civil Service, and Issar Miron, 
composer, and other leaders.

It was Ray Patt, chairman of the B'nai Zion Foundation, 
who sketched the portrait of Mel that provided insight into 
his dedication and commitment to the organization that for 
more than 80 years of its existence has funded Israeli projects 
such as the Rosh Haynim Home for retarded children and the 
Medical Center in Haifa, among others.

It was repeated by the guest of honor himself, who had 
Continued on page 14

Tews by Choice

Small congregations pitied
By MARY HOFMANN

It's hard to keep a small 
congregation going, but it's a 
lot less hard when you have 
moral support and a network 
of struggling others. There are

lots of good reasons I'm glad 
our congregation affiliated 
with the Reform movement 
many years ago, but one of the 
best reasons is the connections 
we've made because of it.

Last week I attended the 
Northern California Region's 
Small Congregation Confer
ence and, as I do every other 
year, came home if not com
pletely renewed, at least 
somewhat rejuvenated.

Okay, so our numbers 
seem to be dwindling, but we 
found we aren't alone. In fact, 
some of our problems pale in 
comparison to congregations 
in even more remote areas 
than mine. And so, along with 
more than a hundred other 
Jews representing very small 
congregations, three Mercedi- 
ans spent the day commiserat
ing, comparing notes, coming 
up with suggestions and 
ideas, and sharing our 
triumphs and tragedies. And 
we went home ready to take 
on another year.

In a situation where num
bers are small, it's easy to feel 
insignificant. But the UAHC 
doesn't ever let us forget that 
every Jew is vital. Important 
people came to Sacramento 
from Chicago and New York 
to help us, encourage us, and 
remind us that we have an 
important mission — to keep 
Judaism alive and well wher
ever we are.

And that mission includes 
outreach, a subject perhaps 
more pertinent in congrega
tions like ours than those in 
the heart of urban Jewish 
America. And outreach was, 
in fact, a major topic of the day.

An interesting progression 
of words — mission and out
reach. How we cringe at the 
thought of missions, as in 
missionaries. In a way so 
Christian sounding, yet even 
Roget can't supply a substi

tute that has quite the same 
feeling of overarching moral 
adventure, philosophical im
port, and life-changing move
ment.

I used to look at my rela
tionship with Judaism as my 
search toward enlightenment. 
The longer I'm Jewish, 
though, thfimore I think we do 
have a mission that goes be
yond the mere keeping of tra
dition.

If, as we believe, there is 
but one God, the God of all 
people, and if our duty is to 
"be a light unto the nations," 
then what's the argument all 
about?

If "a light unto the na
tions," means only that we

And that sharing is outreach. 
Not forcing our beliefs, not 
preaching a moral superiority 
or an exclusive construct of 
redemption. Instead, out
reach is an acknowledgement 
that we have something won
derful and it's available to 
people willing to study, prac
tice, and participate.

In small, rural congrega
tions like mine — and most of 
the others at the small congre
gations conference — out
reach is also a matter of sur
vival. Our mission is to share 
our dreams, our vision, our 
light unto the nations to indi
viduals, one at a time, and to 
nurture their growth as Jews. 
Like the trees planted, one by

But if we do have "a light," I have to 
believe God wants us to share it — not 
just show it. And that sharing is out
reach. Not forcing our beliefs, not 
preaching a moral superiority or an 
exclusive construct of redemption. In
stead, outreach is an acknowledgement 
that we have something wonderful and 
it's available to people willing to study, 
practice, and participate.

serve as an example of what 
God wants but don't really 
encourage others to become 
part of us, then we are, in fact, 
being arrogant and exclusive.

But if we do have "a light," 
I have to believe God wants us 
to share it — not just show it.

Ftschei

one, in Israel, this one-on-one 
outreach could provide the 
roots for the survival of Juda
ism.

Mary Hofmann may be 
reachedat P.O. Box 723, Merced, 
CA 95341

Continued from page 7 
The Holocaust and Beyond, by 
Gila Ramras-Rauch, is an in
dispensable guide to 
Appelfeld's fictional uni
verse, whereby the author of
fers sensitive analyses of his 
novels and short story collec
tions. (Indiana University 
Press, March, $35).

A Ukrainian family hiding 
Jews during the Holocaust is 
the subject of What Is Told, by 
Askold Melnyczuk. This is a

first novel that traces the his
tory of three generations of a 
Ukrainian family from the 
outbreak of World War I to the 
U.S. of the 1950s and 1960s. 
(Faber and Faber, march, 
$21.95). The University of 
Washington Press will pub
lish The Kiss of God: Spiritual 
and Mystical Death in Judaism 
by Michael Fishbone. The au
thor is a professor of Jewish 
studies at the University of 
Chicago.
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Advice By Edlin

The last of the movie moguls Right to die
By ARLENE G. PECK

The man is absolutely dar
ling. I went to my interview 
with Menahem Golan with 
tribulations. After all, I had 
heard that he was tough as

nails and beyond famous. 
More like infamous. How
ever, when he greeted me in 
his award and picture-filled 
office in his Fridays Restau
rant red suspenders, 1 
couldn't help but laugh. 
Mixed in with his eight by tens 
of Spielberg, Prime Ministers 
and the Queen of England 
were numerous pictures of his 
grandchildren and daughters 
who live in Tel Aviv.

The air was all business but 
stopped when his daughter 
Naomi called. His face lit up 
and he said, "They call me all 
the time. Right now it's 1:30 in 
the morning in Israel." Then 
he became the benevolent 
grandfather instead of the 
absolutepowerand legend for 
toughness. I found him a 
pussycat.

Our conversation was var
ied. Considering he is the fa
ther of all those Chuck Norris, 
Charles Bronson and so many 
of the Stallone pictures, I was 
interested in his feeling about 
violence in films. I'm not sure 
that I agree, but Mr. Golan is 
convinced and told me that 
"Violence in films does not 
promote violence in the 
streets. That comes from eco
nomics. Violence in films is 
controlled because 99 percent 
are where good triumphs over 
evil. So, when the bad guy 
comes, to the cinema it 
cleanses him when he sees 
that he loses. Violence has to 
do with economical and social 
life."1

Personally, I've long felt 
that television and violent 
movies are one of the reasons 
for the decadence of our soci
ety. However, we were on the 
same wave length in our atti
tudes about Moshe Dayan's 
(also pictured on his wall) 
daughter, Yael, who recently 
in Israel was trying to promote 
gay "marriages” in that

country. Basically, he telt the 
same as I did in that if Mr. 
Dayan were still living he'd 
probably drop dead as he sees 
how his kid has turned out.

My favorite of all the pic
tures that he had on his wall 
was the one with Golda Meir. 
She was my absolute idol and 
I have long looked upon her as 
the person I've looked up to 
the most. I was impressed that 
Mr. Golan knew her on a per
sonal basis.

After the oohing and 
ahhing over the awards and 
pictures on the wall we began 
to discuss the political situ
ation in Israel. Without a 
doubt our political positions 
were on opposite sides. Yet, I 
couldn't help agree when Mr.

grandchildren grow up in 
fear. What would be the differ
ence whether they have a state 
or not? They are in the area 
anyway."

Those of you who have 
read me for any length of time 
know that my loyalties and 
confidence are not with the 
present Labor party. So, I was 
interested in hearing his be
liefs on the situation in Israel 
now. He swiveled back in his 
chair and hooked his thumbs 
under his red suspenders and 
said, "I've been in the Labor 
Party all my life. I don't think 
that the Likud has what I 
need."

When I questioned him 
about BeBe Netanyahu, he 
said, "He's no good for Israel.

Golan said, "We need the 
peace and with peace Israel 
will flourish." To my question 
of "Can you trust them?" he 
answered, "No, we cannot 
trust them but we need 
peace." I was probably speak
ing about the Rabin govern
ment and Mr. Golan was refer
ring to the Arabs.

Anyway, he continued, "If 
we have peace, we can prove 
that they need us so much that 
maybe they will continue it. 
They will not be able to afford 
to lose it because with peace 
you can win more than with 
war. If their economical situ
ation will grow it's not worth 
one Israeli boy to lose because 
of the situation."

Amen for peace, but I don't 
think it can be gained by let
ting our guard down, even for 
a moment. He continued, "I 
was there for five Israeli wars 
and would like to relax and 
not live in fear or have my

Maybe he's good for America 
as a speaker in the United 
Nations, but, not as a leader. I 
don't see him as a leader for 
Israel. Begin was a great 
leader and although I was 
against his views, I voted for 
him."

We both, however, agreed 
that Israel is going through it's 
toughest time ever. However, 
in the causes for this I differ 
with him greatly. He firmly 
believes that "Rabin is playing 
it cool and shows the foresight 
by putting the Kach people 
out of our lives." However, 
without a doubt I think there is 
much truth in what he says 
when he told me, "Israel is 
losing the morality battle." 
They take one man and one 
case and public relations wise 
they kill us." 1 agree, but, not 
with his solution of "because 
of that we will have to give in 
to the Arabs."

Continued on next page

By RITA EDLIN
Q: I'll be 78 next month and 

I've had my share of doctors, hos
pitals and nursing care. If I 
should become bedfast, I won't be 
able to afford nurses around the

clock. I have no children and I 
must make provisionsfor my own 
care. Since no one knows what the 
future will bring, I want to be as 
well prepared as possible. I told 
my doctor that I don't want to be 
attached to tubes if there is no 
hope of a cure, but I haven't put 
anything in writing. Having 
watched two sisters and a brother 
linger on for many months, being 
fed intravenously, I've decided 
that is not the way I want to go. I 
want to enjoy whatever time is 
left to me, watching TV, visiting 
with friends and smelling the 
roses. I don't want to suffer and I 
don't want to be attached to a 
feeding tube. If there's no hope, 
I'd like to be helped to die. How 
can I put all that in writing? 
Where can I get more informa
tion?—M.C., Austin, TX.

A: You were wise to make 
your wishes known to your 
doctor. To be sure that every
thing is clear, I would suggest 
that you fill out a form that is 
called a "Living Will Declara
tion" and designate someone 
(usually a family member or 
attorney) to make health care 
decisions for you if you are 
unable to do so yourself. That 
person will have the power to 
make decisions only if you are 
not able to do so yourself. A 
second document is called 
"Durable Power of Attorney 
for Health Care" and every 
state has its own form. You can 
consult your attorney for 
more information about those 
forms. Or, you can write to the 
Society for the Right to Die, 
250 West 57 St., New York, NY 
10107. You can also call them 
at (212) 246-6973.

You seem to have some 
firm ideas about your health 
care,based on experience with 
your brother and sisters. Since 
you seem to know specifically 
what medical measures you

do and do not want, it will be 
easier for you than some oth
ers.

Many people do not make 
Living Wills, nor do they let 
their close family know their 
wishes. That makes it hard for 
those left behind. Often they 
cannot anticipate what their 
parents, spouses or children 
would have wished. As a re
sult, many people linger for 
months or years, on life sus
taining equipment with no 
hope of a cure and no quality 
of life. Life and death deci
sions must be made by others. 
Often those others are bewil
dered by their inability to 
judge just what the quality of 
life might be for their relative. 
Some urge the doctor to re
move life sustaining equip
ment. Others hope for a cure 
and insist that such equip
ment be kept in place. To be 
sure that your own wishes are 
followed it is important to 
make them known while you 
are still in good health. The 
issues are complicated.

In 1990, the Supreme Court 
ruled, in the Nancy Cruzan 
case, that Americans have a 
"right to die" and indicated 
that a Living Will or Durable 
Power of Attorney might be 
the best way to protect that 
right. So you would be wise to 
fill out those forms now.

The Society for the Right to 
Die also offers a video and a 
number of pamphlets on re
lated subjects. Their material 
covers moral, legal and practi
cal information about life-sus
taining treatment. They cover 
the rights of the terminally ill, 
medical, ethical and religious 
commentary as well as mate
rial on organ donation. I urge 
you to contact them.

As for your wish to be 
"helped to die," I can only 
suggest that you consult your 
attorney. As far as I know, 
there is no Federal legislation 
on that issue. There was, 
however, an article in the New 
England journal of Medicine 
(Nov. 5,1992) that might inter
est you. Titled "Care of the 
Hopelessly 111," by Drs. Timo
thy Quill, Ch ristine Cassel and 
Diane Meier. It urges doctors 
and lawyers to "create public 
policy that fully acknowl
edges irreversible suffering."

Rita Edlin may be reached at 
2412 Ingleside, 1-C, Cincinnati, 
OH 45206
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Kaplan
Continued from page 9 

hear as the speaking program 
progressed was that almost 
every speaker who followed 
made some reference to my 
brief talk. When the event was 
over, one of the members of the 
administration ran up to me, 
embraced me, lifted me up in 
his arms and kissed me on both 
cheeks. It was then that I again 
further realized how relieved 
they were that I didn't rock any 
boat.

And now I return to my ini
tial observation wherein 1 
stated that Dr. Kaplan changed 
my life. Why do I say this?

It so happened that several 
weeks before the dinner the un
forgettable rabbi and Zionist 
leader. Dr. Israel Goldstein, 
called Dr. Finkelstein to inform 
him that he wanted a senior

Peck
Continued from prev. page
While we were still liking 

each other I switched to the 
topic of films because 
Menachem Golan helped to 
create Israel's film industry. 
He also has been the discov
erer of many talents who have 
gone on to stardom. After join
ing forces with Roger Gorman 
in the 1950s they literally pro
duced hundreds of films and 
he prides himself on finding 
new talent sensations.

It was with obvious pride 
that he told me that since 1979 
he has always returned to Is
rael to film two pictures a year. 
Mr. Golan feels very commit
ted to Israel and although his 
wife of 40 years lives in Cali
fornia with him, his three 
daughters and their families 
all live in Israel. It sounds as 
though the man is working a

student from the rabbinical 
school to serve with him in his 
congregation for a brief period 
of time. As 1 later learned, pres
ent at the d inner were also some 
of the leading officers of the 
great synagogue that Dr. Gold
stein served so admirably and 
effectively. The congregation, 
at the time, was one of the lead
ing synagogues in the country. 
Its membership consisted of 
noted leaders of the New York 
and American Jewish commu
nity. Its philanthropic activities 
for Israel and Zionism were leg
endary. In fact, I recall that after 
the Kaplan birthday celebra
tion, a few individuals re
mained and were engaged in 
deep conversation with Dr. 
Finkelstein. I was curious as 
anyone would be as to what 
was going on...

48-hour day as he still man
ages to produce 10 to 15 films 
per year.

In between he managed to 
get on the cover of Newsweek 
Magazine. He laughed when 
he told me that he was one of 
the few stories covered in 
"Sixty Minutes" that weren't 
negative. With a chuckle he 
told me, "They tried to find 
something, but, they 
could n't." I suppose our inter
view was the same. I tried to 
find a reason not to like the 
man and just couldn't. He was 
just a doll and an interesting 
interview. Now, if he could 
only make me a star! Just kid
ding...

A rlene Peck maybe reached at 
Marina Harbor Apts., 13816 
Bora Bora Way, No. 327A, Ma
rina del Key, CA 90292.

Now it came to pass, that 
during the following week I 
received a call to come and see 
Chancellor Finkelstein. I had no 
idea why I was being sum
moned to his office. I made the 
appointment and went to see 
the Chancellor. He informed 
me that the effect of my talk at 
the Kaplan birthday event was 
such that he was drafting me to 
assist the world-renowned Dr. 
Israel Goldstein. I was further 
informed by Dr. Finkelstein 
that after the dinner he con
ferred with some of the leaders 
of the congregation who were 
present, all of whom concurred 
that I should be named the as
sistant to the senior rabbi. 
Shortly after the summer, as a 
senior student, I went to serve at 
the side of Israel Goldstein for 
the designated period he re
quested of six months. How
ever, the six months turned into 
34 years and the rest is history.

This is how Dr. Kaplan 
changed the course of my life, 
albeit indirectly. Who would 
have thought that by virtue of 
my bringing greetings to my 
beloved professor on his 70th 
birthday my entire life would 
take a different turn? God 
works in mysterious ways. Or 
as Dr. Kaplan would say—"the 
Power that makes for Human 
Salvation works in unfathom
able ways without supernatu
ralism." Yehi Zichro Baruch.

Israel invests 
in Arab village

ABU GHOSH — This 
Arab village near Jerusalem 
has received an investment of 
10 million shekels from the 
Government Tourist Corp. to 
build additional infrastruc
ture for the music festivals 
already taking place here.

Mystery Person
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All Mystery 
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limited to North 
American Jews.
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Winners of the Post and Opinion Mystery Person will receive a two-month extension 
of their subscription. Responses must be made by mail. Once included in the contest, that 
same individual will not be repeated as a Mystery Person.

Fleishman
Continued from page 7 

making war? Our peace treaty 
with Egypt is not a marriage of 
love. But for the first time 
there is some peace there with 
Israel. Let's try it out (peace). 
Let's test it! We need a five 
year transition period.

"Maybe the settlements in 
Hebron will have to be negoti
ated now because of the mur
ders in Hebron.

"There is a question that 
has been raised about Zion
ism. And what is Zionism? It is 
a legitimate question.

"Is Zionism a movement 
for reconciliation, or is it a 
movement for conquest? We 
need to consider and think 
about that.

"Of course we have to be 
strong. Of course we have to 
respect the other's strength. 
We can not be a free people in 
our own land if by making 
ourselves a free people we do 
so only by making others un
free.

"Is Zionism the self deter
mination, action and inde
pendence of the Jewish 
people? Do we achieve this by 
denying rights to another 
people?

Krupnick
Continued from page 11 

the joint benefit of Nitzan and 
the Tel Aviv Museum.

The closure of the influx of 
Arab workers from the areas 
continued after Independence 
Day with a relatively few ex
ceptions. Concomitantly there 
came a change in policy per
mitting the import of some 
20,000 foreign workers in con
struction and agriculture.

The peace process is limp
ing along with ever new de
mands by Arafat, the latest of 
which is the release of all 
Hamas prisoners. Israel's re
sponse was the predawn ar
rest of 382 Hamas terrorists in 
Gaza and in the areas. Simul
taneously, the chief of intelli
gence announced that upon

"Zionism is about self-ex
amination. Everyone else has 
the same rights as we have 
providing they live with peace 
with us. For 40 years we never 
had a chance to test that out. 
Now is the time.

"Is Zionism self determina
tion only for its own people? 
We believed in giving rights to 
other people, which is what 
we accepted in 1947 in the 
partition of Palestine. How
ever, the Palestinians did not 
accept this, then. And now 
they appear to accept it. Let's 
test it!

"Is Zionism a movement of 
military rule? One law (for the 
last 25 years) for Jews and 
another law for Arabs in our 
midst? Is that what Zionism is 
about?

"Zionism is about good 
neighborliness. To be sure of 
course, you have to suspect 
the other side. Remember he 
also suspects you.

"But is Zionism about terri
tory, or is it about people? 
That's what we need to de
cide!"

Alfred Fleishman may be 
reached at PO Box 410108, St. 
Louis MO 63141.

the IDF withdrawal from 
Gaza, we can expect utter 
chaos there; an "encouraging" 
feature of the peace process.

Meanwhile, on the political 
front the present coalition 
government was shaken to its 
foundation with the bolting of 
powerful Chaim Ramon and 
two associates from Labor and 
forming an independent block 
with Meretz and Shas for the 
key contest for Histadrut 
chairmanship, an interesting 
prologue for more volatile 
things to come.

Never a dull moment in 
Israel!

Samson Krupnick may be 
reached at 22 Pinsker, lerusalem 
92228 Israel.

Social calendar
Continued from page 12

brought a box of Kleenex. And indeed, he was so moved by 
the evening's tribute that it came in handy. Emotion spilling 
over, his voice choked often and his eyes needed blotting. It 
touched all here who know, admire and love him.

"I was brought to BZ as an infant in a carriage wheeled by 
my parents (his 87-year-old dad, Joseph Pamess, sat at a front 
table) who had raised me to revere our traditions." Continu
ing, he said, "I literally grew up in the organization and even 
established its first chapter for teens when I was one... B'nai 
Zion has been my family."

There was special tribute to wife, Arlene, and his two 
daughters. A journal full of tributes by friends was the salute 
Mel liked best, his dad said later at the reception.
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